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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE DOMINISH FAMILY

MY GREAT, GREAT GRANDFATHER, JOHN DOMINISH WAS BORN IN 1827 IN CROATIA (AUSTRO/HUNGARIAN PROVINCE AT THE TIME) HE CAME TO AUSTRALIA
ALONG WITH HIS BROTHER MATTHEW WORKING ON A SHIP AROUND 1856.

JOHN SETTLED IN CAWDOR ON A PROPERTY OWNED BY JOHN MACARTHUR AS A FARMER (HIS FAMILY IN EUROPE WERE WINE GROWERS/MAKERS).
SOON AFTER SETTLING IN CAMDEN JOHN MARRIED MATILDA SMART ON 4™ AUGUST 1859 AT ST JOHN’S CHURCH, CAMDEN

THEY HAD 8 CHILDREN (SEE PIC). JOHN DOMINISH PASSED AWAY IN 1883

LAURA DOMINISH (DAUGHTER OF JOHN & MATILDA) HAD HER SON OUT OF WEDLOCK. ELMO MORTON DOMINISH (MY GRANDFATHER) WAS BORN
8™ NOVEMBER 1895

MY GRANDMOTHER, IVY WINIFRED BROOKES WAS BORN IN 1900 ON MT HERCULES. SHE LIVED ON A FARM THERE ALONG WITH HER 9 BROTHERS AND
SISTERS.
THE SHELL OF THE HOME BUILT IN 1854 STILL STANDS AND HAS BEEN CLASSIFIED BY THE NATIONAL TRUST.

ELMO MORTON DOMINISH MARRIED IVY WINIFRED BROOKES FROM RAZORBACK, CAMDEN ON 11™ JANUARY 1926. THEY RECEIVED A COW FOR A WEDDING
PRESENT AND SET UP HOME AT # 3 JOHN STREET CAMDEN NSW

THEY LIVED WITH THE BARE ESSENTIALS, AS THEY HAD NO MONEY WHEN THEY BEGAN MARRIED LIFE. THERE WERE ONLY A FEW ROOMS IN THE HOME,
CERTAINLY NOT ENOUGH FOR A GROWING FAMILY. ELMO ADDED A ROOM ONTO THE OUTSIDE OF THE HOME WHENEVER A CHILD WAS BORN. THEY HAD 5
CHILDREN (CLYDE, DORIS, JEAN & EDNA, (DULCIE -DECEASED AGE 2MONTHS AFTER A TRAGIC ACCIDENT IN 1929)

THE FLOOR OF THE HOME WAS COMPACTED DIRT WITH RUGS ON THE FLOOR & FLOORBOARDS IN SOME ROOMS.

ELMO WAS A BOOTMAKER/REPAIRER. HE HAD HIS SHOP IN F.C WHITEMANS BUILDING IN ARGYLE STREET (CIRCA 1920’S).

DURING THE DEPRESSION ELMO WOULD REPAIR THE SOLES OF THE SHOES FOR MEN THAT WERE WALKING FROM SYDNEY TO MELBOURNE TO FIND WORK.
ELMO WAS A KIND MAN, HE DID MANY UNPAID SHOE REPAIRS TO HELP THOSE WHO WERE OUT OF WORK. UNFORTUNATELY THIS LED TO ELMO GOING BROKE
AND HAVING TO CLOSE HIS BUISNESS IN ARGYLE ST.

ELMO THEN CONTINUED HIS BOOTMAKING/REPAIRS IN A LARGE SHED ON THE LAND AT 3 JOHN STREET AFTER HE COULD NO LONGER AFFORD TO KEEP HIS
SHOP IN ARGYLE ST. HE WOULD ALSO REPAIR THE BOOTS OF THE SERVICEMEN THAT WOULD PARACHUTE INTO THE AIRFIELD THROUGHOUT THE NIGHT, AND
WALK PAST THE HOUSE AT 3 JOHN ST, DURING WORLD WAR 2

ELMO & IVY SAVED UP THEIR MONEY TO HAVE ELECTRICITY CONNECTED IN THE KITCHEN ‘ONLY’ AT 3 JOHN STREET.
THEY HAD A MARKET GARDEN, A FEW COWS, CHICKENS, 4 SHEDS & AN ORCHARD ON THE PROPERTY

MY GRANDFATHER (ELMO) PLANTED THE PEPPER TREES THAT STILL SURROUND THE PROPERTY AT 3 JOHN STREET, NOW CURRENTLY THE JOHN ST
PLAYGROUND.



JOHN DOMINISH (DOMINIC) - BORN DONIJI VIDOVEC, CROATIA MATILDA SMART - BORN HAIL WESTON, HUNTINGTONSHIRE, ENGLAND
14 MAY 1827 — 18 SEPT 1883 (DIED CAMDEN BURIED CAWDOR NSW) 1 MAY 1839 — 30 JUNE 1921 (DIED CAMDEN BURIED CAWDOR NSW)
MARRIED 4 AUGUST 1859 ST JOHNS CHURCH CAMDEN



DOMINISH FAHILY
Evaline ¢ 17* Birthday ow 26 October 1§90

Back Right to Left - Tooina (Roce), Esther, Evaline, Madeline
Ea:/__‘__v~ W?@ktolz{t runie, (Chanles, Matilda. Evangeline. .4’4(4

1890
MATILDA DOMINISH (NEE SMART) & JOHN DOMINISH HAD 8 CHILDREN — (JOHN DOMINISH NOT PICTURED IN THIS PHOTOGRAPH)
LAURA DOMINISH (front row right end) IS THE MOTHER OF ELMO MORTON DOMINISH



ELMO MORTON DOMINISH (1895 - 1976) ELMO MORTON DOMINISH MARRIED
IVY WINIFRED BROOKES ON THE 11™ JANUARY 1926




ELMO MORTON DOMINISH

OUTSIDE HIS BOOTMAKING/REPAIR SHOP

ARGYLE STREET, CAMDEN IN F.C WHITEMANS BUILDING NEXT TO BEN
HODGE (JEWELLER/WATCHMAKER)

*DURING THE DEPRESSION, ELMO WOULD REPAIR THE

SOLES OF THE SHOES FOR MEN THAT WERE WALKING FROM SYDNEY

TO MELBOURNE TO FIND WORK.

DUE TO ELMO’ S KINDNESS, HE DID MANY UNPAID SHOE REPAIRS TO HELP
THOSE WHO WERE OUT OF WORK, THIS UNFORTUNATELY LED TO HIM
GOING BROKE.
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IVY & ELMO DOMINISH — CHILDREN

CLYDE MORTON DOMINISH (1926-2017)

DULCIE WINIFRED DOMINISH — (NOT PICTURED 1929-1929 aged 2 mths)
DORIS MAY DOMINISH (B 1931)

JEAN ISABEL DOMINISH (B 1933)

EDNA WINIFRED DOMINISH (1935-2013)
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JOHN STREET PLAYGROUND (CNR JOHN & EXETER STREETS)
PREVIOUSLY - IVY & ELMO DOMINISH FAMILY HOME
3 JOHN STREET, CAMDEN
*THE PEPPER TREES PLANTED ALONG THE OUTSIDE OF THE PARK WERE PLANTED BY ELMO DOMINISH



3 JOHN STREET, CAMDEN N.S.W (CNR JOHN & EXETER STREETS) - CURRENTLY JOHN ST PLAYGROUND

3 JOHN STREET
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