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5 February 2018 

 
 

Cat desexing program offered in Camden LGA 
 
 
 
Camden Council and the National Desexing Network are launching a subsidised desexing 
program in February to help prevent hundreds of cats and kittens falling pregnant.  
 
Eligible residents in the Camden Local Government Area will pay just $35 to desex their 
male cats and $55 for female cats, until subsidy funding has been exhausted. To help 
those who have many cats, additional female cats will only be $35.   
 
“This fantastic program will assist residents experiencing financial hardship, to pay 
reduced costs for the desexing of their cats,” said Mayor Lara Symkowiak. 
 
“Every year we see many cats and kittens surrendered by their owners as a result of the 
unplanned pregnancy of their pet cats,” Cr Symkowiak said. 
 
“I encourage eligible residents to contact the National Desexing Network to find out more 
and take advantage of this great program,” she said.  
 
Dr Joy Verrinder, NDN’s Strategic Director urged everyone to desex their female cats 
before they can get pregnant at the early age of four months. 
 
“Kittens can be safely desexed from two months of age and one kilogram in weight,” Dr 
Verrinder said. 
 
“Male cats also need to be desexed to reduce their desire to roam and help prevent 
serious wounds from fighting or being hit by a car,” she said. 
 
“If parents want their children to enjoy young kittens, instead of breeding more, they can 
always adopt a kitten from a shelter or rescue group, or foster a litter of kittens with the 
mother cat until they are old enough to be desexed and adopted. 
 
“We also encourage anyone who is feeding a stray homeless cat, to take ownership and 
desex it if possible.”  
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“Similar programs on the Gold Coast over the past eight years have successfully reduced 
the number of unwanted kittens, so that all stray and surrendered healthy and treatable 
cats and kittens can be rehomed. We are now supporting other Councils to put this life-
saving program in place,” she said.  
 
The National Desexing Network (NDN) developed the program and is managing it free of 
charge on Council’s behalf.  
 
Eligibility is assessed by the NDN and is based on residents: -   

• Being a pension/concession card holder, 
• Earning a low income, and   
• Having multiple cats. 

 
Residents can contact the NDN on 1300 368 992 to find out if they are eligible. If so, they 
will be sent a desexing voucher to take to a participating veterinarian. 
 
Participating Veterinary clinics include Rossmore Veterinary Hospital, Leppington 
Veterinary Hospital, Sydney University Veterinary Teaching Hospital, Camden and 
Macarthur Veterinary Group at Camden, Mt Annan and Gregory Hills.   
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