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ORDINARY COUNCIL 
ORD06 

  

SUBJECT: PROGRESS REPORT - OPTIONS TO REDUCE LAND USE CONFLICT 
AT LITTLE STREET, CAMDEN  

FROM: Director Planning and Environment  
TRIM #: 18/253688   
PREVIOUS ITEMS: ORD14 - Notice of Motion - Little Street, Camden - Ordinary 

Council - 13 Jun 2017 6.00pm 
ORD06 - Options to reduce land use conflict at Little Street, 
Camden - Ordinary Council - 12 Sep 2017 6.00pm    

 

  

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

The purpose of this report is to update Council on the progress of Council’s resolution 
of 12 September 2017, Options to reduce land use conflict in Little Street, Camden. 
 
This report also seeks Council’s endorsement to exhibit a draft amendment to the 
Camden Development Control Plan 2011 (Camden DCP) – Little Street Precinct. 

BACKGROUND 

On 12 September 2017, Council considered a report outlining options to reduce land 
use conflict at Little Street Camden, following concerns raised by residents regarding 
heavy vehicle movements, traffic, parking, noise and the scale of development in the 
area. The report is included as an attachment.  
 
At that time, Council resolved to: 
 

i. continue to work with local industry in Little Street, Camden to work through 
land use conflict issues and to ensure conditions of development consent are 
being complied with; 

 
ii. investigate the preparation of a neighbourhood charter for Little Street; 

 
iii. investigate the preparation of site specific DCP controls for Little Street as part 

of the comprehensive review of the Camden DCP 2011; 
 

iv. investigate the inclusion of a new LEP clause for industrial development 
adjacent to residential uses as part of Phase 2 of the comprehensive review of 
Camden LEP 2010; 
 

v. investigate the zoning of Little Street as part of Phase 2 of the comprehensive 
review of Camden LEP 2010; and 

 
vi. provide a report on the progress of this item in 12 months. 

 
Councillors were provided with a briefing on this matter on 14 August 2018. 
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MAIN REPORT 

Working with local industry to minimise land use conflict  
 
Over the last 12 months, Council officers have continued to monitor compliance with 
DA conditions, liaised with business operators and residents, and investigated 
complaints from residents.  
 
Preparation of a Neighbourhood Charter  
 
Little Street Precinct Workshop 
 
On 1 August 2018, Council officers held a workshop with business owners, operators 
and residents to identify concerns and possible solutions to current land use issues in 
Little Street.  Approximately 25 people attended the workshop, which was facilitated by 
an independent consultant.  
 
The key matters raised in the workshop include:  
 

Concern regarding vehicle movement by trucks;  
Concern regarding parking, pedestrian safety, and noise from trucks; and 
The need for businesses to continue to operate and grow.  

 
The key short term actions discussed include:  
 

Traffic monitoring to report on truck movements;  
Noise monitoring; and  
Investigation of possible traffic calming measures. 

 
Next Steps  
 
Council officers will undertake traffic and noise monitoring to collect data on truck 
movements and noise emissions from vehicles using Little Street. The results of this 
monitoring will provide evidence to inform the preparation of a Neighbourhood Charter.  
 
Site Specific DCP Controls  

Council officers have investigated and prepared draft controls for inclusion in the 
Camden DCP that address the potential land use conflict in Little Street. The draft 
controls (provided as an attachment to this report) seek to minimise the impact of 
industrial developments and uses on residents.  
 
The objectives of the draft controls include:  
 

To ensure the use and development of industrial land does not have an 
unacceptable detrimental impact on the amenity of the surrounding residential 
area;  
To ensure the bulk and scale of development is in keeping with the mixed use 
character of the area;  
To recognise the significance of light industry in this location and minimise any 
adverse impacts of industry on other land uses; and  
To ensure that land use conflicts are appropriately managed.  
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Theme Summary of draft Controls 
Operations Limit the maximum length of vehicles accessing properties in Little 

Street to 12.5m.  
Limit the hours of operation for development opposite or adjacent to 
residential development to between 7.30am and 5.30pm Monday to 
Saturday (no operation permitted on Sundays). 
 

Building 
Design  

Require a minimum side setback for new industrial developments 
adjacent to a dwelling of 2 metres; 
Restrict height to 4.5 metres at the rear (for the first 6m) where an 
industrial development backs onto an existing residential use; and 
Require landscaping to soften the impact of the development to 
neighbouring lots. 
 

Amenity  Require new industrial developments adjacent to a dwelling to provide 
appropriate solar access to the dwellings. 
 

Vehicle 
body repair 
workshop 

Limit consent for vehicle body repair shops adjoining residential 
dwellings (appropriate arrangements are to be made to store all 
vehicles awaiting or undergoing repair). 
 

Table 1 – Summary of draft DCP controls  
 
It is noted that the DCP controls will apply to Development Applications only and will 
not form part of the assessment of Complying Development Certificates under the 
Exempt and Complying SEPP. 
 
Next Steps 
 
Subject to Council endorsement, the draft DCP will be exhibited for 28 days in 
accordance with the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000.  
Letters will be sent to affected landowners, residents and businesses (including those 
who attended the workshop).  
 
A report will be submitted back to Council detailing the results of the public exhibition.  
 
Comprehensive LEP Review  
 
At its meeting on 26 June 2018, Council resolved to participate in the Accelerated LEP 
Review Program for Camden LEP 2010. Council is committed to undertaking this work 
within a two year timeframe, concluding in June 2020.  
 
The scope of the project is to review the Camden LEP 2010 against the relevant 
actions in the Western City District Plan. This will include the preparation of a local 
housing strategy and review of employment lands.   
 
As part of this work, Council will investigate long term solutions to reduce land use 
conflict in Little Street, including reviewing the appropriateness of the current zoning 
and investigating the inclusion on specific LEP clauses to address industrial 
development adjacent to residential uses.  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

This matter has no direct financial implications for Council. 
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CONCLUSION 

Council officers have liaised with business owners, operators and residents within Little 
Street, including holding a workshop to discuss current issues and possible solutions.  
 
Feedback received at the workshop has identified the need to undertake monitoring of 
vehicle traffic and noise emissions in the area and to investigate traffic calming options. 
The results of the noise and traffic monitoring will inform the preparation of a 
Neighbourhood Charter.  
 
Draft DCP controls have been prepared to assist in managing the land use conflict in 
Little Street and ongoing concerns raised by residents. Subject to Council 
endorsement, these draft controls will be placed on public exhibition.  
 
Furthermore, as part of the current review of the Camden LEP, Council will investigate 
longer term options which may include rezoning of land within Little Street and/or the 
introduction of specific clauses within the LEP. 
 
 
RECOMMENDED 

That Council:  
 
i. note the progress as outlined in the report;   
 
ii. endorse the proposed amendment to the Camden Development Control Plan 

2011 (draft DCP) to be publicly exhibited for 28 days in accordance with the 
provisions of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000; 

 
iii. note that a further report will be provided outlining the results of the public 

exhibition of the draft DCP and the traffic and noise monitoring. 
 

iv.  

 
ATTACHMENTS   
 
1. Draft DCP Controls for Little Street  
2. Previous Council Report - 12 September 2018  
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