Your local lake provides
more than just a good view...

Many local people think that the lakes and ponds in their estates were built purely as a water feature.
While they are indeed a feature that enhances the area, they also serve other purposes including
stormwater detention basinsfor controlling flood flows, as well as assisting in improving water quality.
It is noted that these areas have been designed to operate as much as possible as a natural system,
which means that the water quality will vary over time in response to climate and seasonal impacts,
and that these areas are not designed to be solely an ornamental pond.
Stormwater that runs off estate dwelling roofs, driveways, paved areas, roads and footpaths ends up
in lakes and ponds. This stormwater is known as urban runoff and during heavy rain can flow at a very
high rate into the lakes and ponds. Holding (or detaining) the runoff in a large basin is one of the best
forms of flood control, by temporarily storing excess flood waters, as well as providing a means to
facilitate water treatment as it allows silt and dirt to settle to the bottom before the basin overflows to
the local waterway.
Additionally, urban runoff often contains nutrients from garden fertilisers, litter and rubbish. Local
bird populations also contribute to nutrient loads in the lakes which encourages aquatic weed growth
including blue green algae.
Residents can help reduce the impact of urban run off on the water quality of local lakes by a few
simple actions:
•

Not overusing fertilisers, chemicals and pesticides in gardens and considering natural alternatives
to these products;

•

Sweep driveways and rake lawns of leaves and dog droppings and place these materials in a 		
compost bin or the organics (green lidded) bin; and

•

Vegetate and/or mulch disturbed areas on your property to prevent loss of soil during raining events.

Healthy water bodies in your area are a key focal point and add value to properties in your estate.
They also provide recreational opportunities for residents as well as sense of serenity
in our busy world. With your help we can preserve our local lakes for the benefit of
all members of our communities now and into the future.

Stormwater Levy Program
Council has been actively involved in a range of stormwater projects funded by the Stormwater Management
Levy. Funding collected through the Stormwater Management Levy provides additional funds to Council to
implement stormwater management projects that address stormwater issues for the area of catchment in which
it is charged.

Two recent water quality projects that have been funded by the Stormwater Management Levy are:
Lake Annan Gross Pollutant Trap
The design and construction of the Gross Pollutant Trap (GPT) and associated access way was completed in
2015. The GPT will provide a reduction in gross pollutants entering Lake Annan and improve the water quality.
Lake Annan Rehabilitation
Council has recently completed major rehabilitation works to improve the water quality of the lake which involved:
•

providing intensive treatment at the main stormwater inlet;

•

construction of floating wetlands (see photos);

•

an inlet zone for sedimentation; and

•

the placement of a reactive layer.

Council will undertake water monitoring in the lake to determine the effectiveness of the rehabilitation works.

