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What is Bush Fire Prone Land? 
 
Bush fire prone land is land that can support a bush fire or land that is likely to be subject to bush fire 
attack. This includes most vegetated areas and land that falls within the buffer distance of that 
vegetation. In NSW different construction standards and development restrictions apply to land that has 
been identified as bush fire prone to manage the increased risk from bush fires. 
 
Bush Fire Prone Land Map 
 
Council is required to prepare a Bush Fire Prone Land map in consultation with the NSW Rural Fire 
Service (RFS) using the RFS document Guide for Bush Fire Prone Land Mapping. In accordance with 
legislation, this map is certified by the Commissioner of the RFS and is to be updated every five years 
to reflect changes in vegetation or legislation. 
 
The current Bush Fire Prone Land map for the Camden LGA was certified by the RFS Commissioner 
on 7 April 2026.  
 
The new bush fire prone land map has resulted in some additional properties being designated as bush 
fire prone land while some properties are no longer designated as bush fire prone land. These changes 
are the result of: 
 
 inclusion of bush fire prone land where management of land has changed, or where additional 

vegetation has been planted; and 
 removal of bush fire prone land mapping where development has resulted in clearing of land that 

has reduced the fire risk, for example, where residential subdivisions have occurred.    
 
Council will be working with the RFS to update the mapping on a regular basis to ensure that changes 
due to urban development are reflected on the map. 
 
Is My Property Mapped as Bush Fire Prone Land? 
 
There are a few ways to find out if your property is identified as bush fire prone land: 
 
 find your property on the Bush Fire Prone and Map (PDF),  
 use the RFS Bush Fire Prone Land Mapping Tool,  
 access the NSW ePlanning Spatial Viewer. You will need to turn on the Bush Fire Prone Land layer 

under the ‘Hazard’ heading, or 
 apply for a Section 10.7 Planning Certificate from Council. The planning certificate will include a 

statement advising either that the land, or part of the land, is bush fire prone, or that the land is not 
bush fire prone. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/4412/Guideline-for-Councils-to-Bushfire-Prone-Area-Land-Mapping.pdf
https://www.camden.nsw.gov.au/assets/Uploads/CamdenCertifiedBFPL20210106.pdf
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-prepare/building-in-a-bush-fire-area/planning-for-bush-fire-protection/bush-fire-prone-land/check-bfpl
https://www.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/spatialviewer/#/find-a-property/address
https://www.camden.nsw.gov.au/strategic-planning/10-7-certificate
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What do the Colours on the Bush Fire Prone Land Map Mean? 
 
The bush fire prone land map includes four different categories based on vegetation type and potential 
bush fire risk, which is based on combustibility and the likelihood of forming fully developed fires. 
 

Vegetation 
Category 1 

(Red) 

Land considered to be the highest risk for bush fire and surrounded by a 100m 
buffer. Vegetation Category 1 consists of areas of forest, woodlands, heaths (tall 
and short), forested wetlands and timber plantations 

Vegetation 
Category 3 

(Dark Orange) 

Land is considered to be a medium bush fire risk. Surrounded by a 30m buffer 
(buffer is yellow). Vegetation Category 3 consists of grasslands, freshwater 
wetlands, semi-arid woodlands, alpine complex and arid shrublands 

Vegetation 
Category 2 

(Light Orange) 

Land is considered to be a lower bush fire risk than categories 1 and 3. 
Surrounded by a 30m buffer. Vegetation Category 2 consists of rainforests and 
lower risk vegetation parcels, due to active management, topography, access and 
likelihood of fire detection by the community 

Vegetation 
Buffer Zone 

(Yellow) 
Area that is determined to act as a buffer to the relevant vegetation category 

 
What if I Don’t Agree with the Bush Fire Prone Land Map? 
 
The bush fire prone land map has been produced from aerial photos. If you disagree with the mapping 
on your property you can contact Council to request a review. You will need to outline the reasons why 
you disagree taking into consideration the category of vegetation and the type of vegetation found on 
your property. Council will review the information in partnership with the RFS using the RFS Guide for 
Bush Fire Prone Land Mapping. 
 
Are There Specific Requirements for Development on Bush Fire Prone Land? 
 
Bush fire prone land mapping is used as a trigger for development control purposes to ensure that risks 
from fire are considered. It requires new development, or alterations and additions to an existing 
development, that requPlires the submission of a development application to meet the relevant 
specifications and requirements of the RFS publication Planning for Bush Fire Protection 2019. This 
publication also requires development to meet the requirements of Australian Standard AS3959 - 
Construction of buildings in bushfire-prone areas. 
 
Not all development on bush fire prone land requires the submission of a development application to 
Council. Please refer to Council’s ‘Check’ webpage for more information. Information on the submission 
requirements for complying development certificates and development applications is available on 
Council’s website.  
  
Further information is also available on the RFS website.  
 
What is a Bush Fire Attack Level (BAL)? 
 
The BAL rating is a measure of the different levels of bush fire intensity that a home may experience in 
a bush fire. There are 6 levels: BAL-LOW, BAL 12.5, BAL 19, BAL 29, BAL 40 and BAL FZ (Flame 
Zone) in order from lowest to highest risk category. The BAL rating is determined by applying the 
methodology in Appendix 1 of the RFS publication Planning for Bush Fire Protection 2019.  
 
  

https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/4412/Guideline-for-Councils-to-Bushfire-Prone-Area-Land-Mapping.pdf
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/4412/Guideline-for-Councils-to-Bushfire-Prone-Area-Land-Mapping.pdf
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-prepare/building-in-a-bush-fire-area/planning-for-bush-fire-protection
https://www.camden.nsw.gov.au/development/da-stages/check/
https://www.camden.nsw.gov.au/development/da-stages
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-prepare/building-in-a-bush-fire-area
http://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-prepare/building-in-a-bush-fire-area/planning-for-bush-fire-protection
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The BAL rating is not determined for your property - it must be determined based on your individual site 
taking into consideration: 
 
 the region where you live, 
 the type of vegetation around your property and the distance to the vegetation, and 
 the slope of the ground under the vegetation. 
 
The BAL will also vary depending on where on the site the development will be located. You can use 
the Single Dwelling Application Kit to assist you in determining the BAL for your home or development.  
 
Where Can I Get Help? 
 
It’s important to note that neither Council or the RFS determine BAL ratings. To find a bushfire planning 
and design accredited practitioner you can search the register maintained by the Fire Protection 
Association Australia or visit the RFS website. 
 
 

https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/resources/publications/building-in-a-bush-fire-area/general/single-dwelling-application-kit
https://fpaa.com.au/Web/Web/Provider_of_Choice/All_Categories.aspx?hkey=e0f50615-1e57-4d2b-9e9b-8ea6b5a2c745
https://fpaa.com.au/Web/Web/Provider_of_Choice/All_Categories.aspx?hkey=e0f50615-1e57-4d2b-9e9b-8ea6b5a2c745
https://www.rfs.nsw.gov.au/plan-and-prepare/building-in-a-bush-fire-area
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