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KEY STAKEHOLDER ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Camden Council • Coordinate development and periodic review of the Cat Management Plan and 
relevant legislation;

• Monitor compliance and enforce relevant legislation;

• Coordinate educational activities to raise awareness within the community of cat 
management;

• Ensure Council’s obligations under the Companion Animal Act are met;

• Advocate for the change in legislation to improve the welfare of cats; and

• Where possible provide financial support.

Animal Care 
Facility Contractor

• Facility management;

• Animal care and welfare;

• Staff training and supervision;

• Adoption programs;

• Collaboration with the veterinarians and rescue organisations; and

• Continuous improvements.

KEY STAKEHOLDER ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Camden Council 
Animal Advisory 
Committee

• Monitor effectiveness of the Cat Plan;

• Act as an advisory body to Council and make recommendations to Council; 

• Assist with the development of strategic policies, programs, services and 
plans for companion animals;

• Provide strategic input and advice in relation to Council’s companion animal 
events and educational programs to help raise awareness about companion 
animals and the Companion Animals Act 1998; and

• Assist Council with the delivery of effective and responsible care and 
management of companion animals.

Cat Owners • Legally required to microchip and register their cat; and

• Legally required to comply with the Companion Animal Act.

Community Cat Carers • Provide support and care for the wellbeing, welfare and protection of semi-
owned and un-owned cats; and

• Collaborate and advocate for social, welfare and environmental outcomes 
within the current (and future) legislative framework.

Breeders and Sellers • Required to have a licence to breed for commercial gain;

• Must provide a licence number when advertising cats for sale;

• Must ensure that any cat sold or given away is microchipped and owner 
details are updated; and

• Legally required to comply with the Companion Animal Act.

Pet Shops and Pet 
Supplies

• Source of information and products for cat care and may sell pet cats; and

• Must ensure that any cat sold or given away is microchipped and owner 
details are updated; and

• Legally required to comply with the Companion Animal Act.



KEY STAKEHOLDER ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Animal Care and 
Rescue Organisations

• Provide education, advice, foster care and re-homing of rescued animals.

Royal Society for 
Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals (RSPCA)

• The RSPCA advocates for improved animal welfare and management 
practices.

Veterinary Practitioners 
Board of NSW

• The registration of veterinary practitioners and licensing of veterinary 
hospitals; 

• Investigation of complaints against veterinary practitioners;

• Developing codes of professional conduct for veterinary practitioners; 

• Enforcing the provisions of the Act and Regulation; 

• Promoting professional development of veterinary practitioners; and

• Providing information to veterinary practitioners and consumers of veterinary 
services.

Australian Veterinary 
Association

• The Australian Veterinary Association (AVA) is the professional organisation 
that represents veterinarians across Australia. AVA members are committed 
to continuing education and abide by the Code of Professional Conduct.

Veterinary Practitioners • Provide care and treatment of pets, including de-sexing services.

Rural Landholders • Manage owned or semi–owned cats on their properties.



CCP01 - RESPONSIBLE CAT OWNERSHIP

OBJECTIVE ACTIONS
EXISTING 
ACTION

NEW 
ACTION

TIMEFRAME 
SHORT TERM: 1-2 YEARS
MED TERM: 2-5 YEARS

CCP01.1 - Promote 
responsible pet 
ownership through 
community 
education and 
engagement

1. Improve available information 
for the community about 
being a responsible cat owner

Short Term

2. Events, information nights, 
pop-up events.

Short Term

3. Pet Awareness Safety 
Program (schools, child care 
centres etc.)

Short Term

4. Companion Animal Ranger 
Compliance (nuisance cats)

Short Term

5. Engage with real estate 
agents and developers 
to provide information 
about updating microchip 
information.

Short Term



CCP01 - RESPONSIBLE CAT OWNERSHIP

OBJECTIVE ACTIONS
EXISTING 
ACTION

NEW 
ACTION

TIMEFRAME 
SHORT TERM: 1-2 YEARS
MED TERM: 2-5 YEARS

CCP01.2 - Improve 
microchipping, 
registration and cat 
desexing rates for 
owned cats

1. Free microchipping program, 
pet tags, cat collar bells, and 
targeted microchipping days 
and events.

Short Term

2. Improve microchip details 
being updated by cat owners 
through education and event 
days.

Medium Term

3. Proactive registering of 
unregistered cats, for 
example writing to cat 
owners where their cat is 
not registered and exploring 
opportunities for registration 
fee subsidies from Council.

Medium Term

4. Promote Council’s subsidised 
desexing program.

Short Term

5. Investigate opportunities 
to collaborate with 
organisations to hold free or 
subsidised desexing events.

Medium Term

CCP01 - RESPONSIBLE CAT OWNERSHIP

OBJECTIVE ACTIONS
EXISTING 
ACTION

NEW 
ACTION

TIMEFRAME 
SHORT TERM: 1-2 YEARS
MED TERM: 2-5 YEARS

CCP01.3 - Raise 
awareness of the 
impact of roaming 
cats on wildlife and 
implement strategies 
to limit cats’ impact 
on local diversity

1. Investigate opportunities to 
establish Wildlife Protection 
Areas in Council bushland 
reserves. 

This is an action from Council’s 
Biodiversity Strategy 2023 and 
will include a feasibility study and 
community consultation to identify 
suitable locations. The outcome will 
be that Wildlife Protection Area/s are 
developed within Council reserves 
and appropriate compliance and 
management measures to protect 
wildlife from cats.

Medium Term

2. Promote, through Council’s 
media channels, messages 
to encourage cat owners to 
keep their pets inside or in an 
outdoor enclosure.

Short Term

3. Provide advice and 
assistance to residents to 
help manage roaming cats 
(e.g. paper collars, template 
letters etc) and consider 
an incentivised program to 
support the use of enclosures.

Short Term



CCP02 - SEMI-OWNED ND UNOWNED DOMESTIC CATS

OBJECTIVE ACTIONS
EXISTING 
ACTION

NEW 
ACTION

TIMEFRAME 
SHORT TERM: 1-2 YEARS
MED TERM: 2-5 YEARS

CCP02.1 - Provide 
information to 
the community 
to increase 
awareness about the 
environmental and 
welfare implications 
of abandonment and 
feeding semi-owned 
and unowned cats

1. Provide information to the 
community to increase 
awareness about the 
environmental and welfare 
implications of abandonment 
and feeding semi-owned and 
unowned cats.

Medium Term

2. Provide information to local 
residents, organisations and 
businesses about semi-
owned and unowned cats.

Medium Term

CCP02 - SEMI-OWNED ND UNOWNED DOMESTIC CATS

OBJECTIVE ACTIONS
EXISTING 
ACTION

NEW 
ACTION

TIMEFRAME 
SHORT TERM: 1-2 YEARS
MED TERM: 2-5 YEARS

CCP02.2 - Reduce 
number of, and 
ensure the welfare 
of, semi-owned and 
unowned cats

1. Consult and collaborate with 
animal care, community and 
rescue organisations, local 
businesses and residents 
managing semi-owned and 
unowned cats in public places.

Medium Term

2. Investigate opportunities to trial 
and implement (if successful and 
where possible) a community 
cat program, targeted desexing 
and/or trap, desex and adopt 
activities that meet legislative 
requirements and ensure the 
welfare of cats is maintained. 

Medium Term

3. Ensure that community members 
involved in managing semi-
owned and unowned cats are 
aware of and meet their, and 
Council’s, obligations to ensure 
compliance with legislation.

Medium Term

4. Work with and educate property 
owners that have multiple semi-
owned cats on their property 
to reduce the number of cats 
through targeted desexing and 
rehoming.

Short Term



CCP03 - IMPROVE DOMESTIC CAT WELFARE AND REHOMING

OBJECTIVE ACTIONS
EXISTING 
ACTION

NEW 
ACTION

TIMEFRAME 
SHORT TERM: 1-2 YEARS
MED TERM: 2-5 YEARS

CCP03.1 - Ensure 
Council’s current 
Animal Shelter is 
providing the highest 
level of welfare for 
cats in their care

1. Work with the Animal Shelter 
operators to ensure contract 
requirements are being 
met and that the shelter 
is meeting the needs and 
welfare of cats in their care.

Short Term

CCP03.2 - Reduce 
the length of stay for 
cats in the shelter

1. Continue to find innovative 
ways to promote cats 
available for adoption. 
Investigate temporary 
housing, foster care 
opportunities and/or 
advertising of cats at 
other locations to promote 
adoption (for example, 
Libraries, Oran Park 
Administration, shopping 
centres).

Short Term

CCP03.3 - Build the 
new Camden Animal 
Shelter

1. Provide a best practice 
animal shelter in the 
Camden LGA that supports 
finding and reclaiming of 
lost cats; adoption and re-
homing; desexing program, 
compliance and enforcement.

Medium Term

CCP04 - REDUCE THE IMPACT OF FERAL CATS

OBJECTIVE ACTIONS
EXISTING 
ACTION

NEW 
ACTION

TIMEFRAME 
SHORT TERM: 1-2 YEARS
MED TERM: 2-5 YEARS

CCP04.1 - Reduce 
the impact of cats on 
wildlife

1. Provide information to 
the community about the 
impacts of cats on Australian 
wildlife.

Short Term

2. Participate in regional and 
national monitoring, research 
and trials to increase 
understanding of the feral cat 
population in Camden and 
the potential impacts on the 
local environment.

Medium Term






