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Attachment: Key Concerns as a Result of the Housing Code  

Density  

Camden Council is one of the fastest growing councils in Greater Sydney. In 2016 – 2017, 

ABS estimated that the population of Camden grew by 8.4%, and was double the growth of 

City of Sydney at 4% and Parramatta at 3.6% (ABS, 2018).  

A large percentage of this growth is through the construction of single dwellings, however 

dual occupancies, secondary dwellings and multi dwelling housing have also become 

increasingly popular in recent years.  

Figure 1 shows the volume of dual occupancies, secondary dwellings and multi dwelling 

housing approved by Council and the number of CDC approvals for secondary dwellings 

from 2013 – 2017.  

 

Figure 1: Approvals of dual occupancies, secondary dwellings and multi dwelling housing 

between 2013 - 2017 

The Housing Code is likely to further increase the number of dual occupancies and multi 

dwelling housing by streamlining the approval process and allowing these types of 

developments on lots smaller than what is currently permitted in Council’s controls.  

Under the Housing Code, the minimum lot size of 400sqm will enable development of an 

additional 8,000 lots (approximately), that would previously not have met the minimum lot 

size requirements for dual occupancy development.  

At a take up rate of 50%, an additional 4,000 dwellings could be constructed under Camden 

LEP 2010 (outside of the Growth Areas). These additional 4,000 dwellings equate to 

approximately 12,000 new residents across the LGA.  
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This unplanned growth will have density and character impacts, particularly on the character 

of established and newer release areas such as Elderslie and Spring Farm.  

 

Infrastructure Provision  

The Camden Contributions Plan 2011 (Camden CP) enables the collection of funds to 

provide infrastructure for the expected community. The Camden CP applies to land outside 

of the Growth Areas. The contribution rates and identified infrastructure, contained in the 

Camden CP are calculated according to Camden’s forecast population (pre-Housing Code). 

The existing Camden CP does not provide for sufficient local infrastructure to address the 

potential density increases resulting from the Housing Code. 
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