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Attachment 2: Retail and Commercial Study for Camden Town Centre - Key Findings

Economic Profile

There are currently 358 businesses located in the study area, employing 2,175 people.
The main industries of employment in the Camden town centre are:

Retail 17%

Accommodation and food senvices 16.5%

Health care and social assistance 12.8%

Professional scientific and technical services 9.2%

Public administration and safety 9%

Economic Drivers

83% of people surveyed in the town centre either live or work in the local catchment.
Visitors from outside the catchment will become increasingly important for the town's
future resilience and sustainability.

* The weekday trade is mainly focused on locals making Camden an ‘intemal retail
community’,

« Attractions of a 'high impact nature (examples of 'high impact retail’ could include unique
experiences such as wine and culinary, restaurants and special events such as festivals)
will be required to attract visitors outside the locality to make Camden a destination retail
location.

Market Conditions

« A review of the market conditions found that there is a constrained supply of retail floor
space which leads to a tightly held market.

s There is demand for small commercial suites which underpin demand. Rents for this
type of product out perform similar space in Narellan.

+ The research found that there are limited opportunities for residential development in the
town centre.

+ There is an underlying demand for retail, commercial and residential floor space in the
town centre.

Current Trends

« At a macro level there has been lower consumer confidence which has resulted in a
lower consumer demand.

« There has been a change in consumer shopping trends and competition from online
retailers.
There has also been increasing competition from large retail stores and brands.
Another trend has been the resurgence of the “village retaii strip”.

« At the local level, the expansion of the Narellan Town Centre will impact on the town
centre.

« The next 5 years will see demand for health care services expand in line with Camden’'s
population growth and aging profile.

e The medium term (5 year) economic outiook is expected to stabilise with household
discretionary income expected to recover.

« While competition will be strong it is expected that those businesses that can offer a
range of high quality products and services, unique consumer experiences and value for
money will profit,
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The town centre with its distinctive village retail strip will be able to provide a unique retail
expenence which shopping malls cannot.

Aftracting Future Investment

The study identifies the following focal points for attracting future investment in the town
centre:

* Encouraging/support existing businesses to expand

» Attracting new property investors and developers

* Attracting new investment and employment from prospective future tenants.

Barriers to Investment

The study identified a number of barriers to investment in the town centre such as:
Fragmented ownership patterns and small allotment sizes

Built up nature of the town centre

Flooding and heritage constraints

Regulatory environment

Limited trading hours on weekends

Relocation of Coundil staff in 2016 impacting weekday trade.
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Swimming Pool Inspection Program Amended

PURPOSE

1.1 The Swimming Pools Act 1992, Section 22B requires the Council to develop
and implement a swimming pool inspection program in consultation with the
community that increases pool safety awareness, and reduces infant drowning
and near drowning events by ensuring compliance with the requirements of
Part 2 of the Act - access to swimming pools — of the Swimming Pools Act
1992.

1.2 This program must be in place to commence implementation by 29 October
2013. Councils are then required to inspect swimming pools in accordance
with the adopted program.

RELEVANT LEGISLATION AND STANDARDS

2.1 The legislation, regulation and standards that apply to the swimming
pool inspection program include:

* Swimming Pools Act 1992

* Swimming Pools Regulations 2008

» Swimming Pools Amendment Act 2012

» Swimming Pools Amendment (Consequential Amendments) Regulation 2013
 Building Code of Australia

 Australian standards AS 1926.1

» Australian standards AS 1926.2

RELEVANT DEFINITIONS

3.1 Certificate of Compliance- in respect of swimming pools means a certificate
issued under section 22D of the Swimming Pools Act.

3.2  Multi-occupancy Development — a building or buildings that is, or are,
situated on premises that consists of two or more dwellings.

3.3  Relevant Occupation Certificate — in respect of a swimming pool, which
means an occupation certificate issued under the Environmental Planning and
Assessment Act 1979 that is less than 3 years old and that authorises the use
of the swimming pool.

3.4  Swimming Pool- means an excavation, structure or vessel:

a. that is capable of being filled with water to a depth greater than 300 mm
and

b. that is solely or principally used, or that is designed, manufactured or
adapted to be solely or principally used, for the purpose of swimming,
wading, paddling or any other human aquatic activity, and includes a spa
pool but does not include a spa bath, anything that is situated within a
bathroom or anything declared by regulations not to be a swimming pool for
the purposes of this Act.

Page Zol6
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3.5  Tourist and Visitor Accommodation- means a building or place that provides
temporary or short-term accommodation on a commercial basis and includes
backpackers accommodation, bed and breakfast accommodation, farm stay
accommodation and serviced apartments.

4. THE IMPORTANCE OF POOL SAFETY

41 Swimming pools offer a social amenity that is of great benefit to those who
have use and access to it. With this however goes an obligation outlined in
legislation to maintain the pool in a safe manner,

42  The regulatory regime of pools on private property has been the subject of
ongoing legislative review due to the tragic infant and toddier injury and death
in swimming pools.

4.3  Children aged 4 years of age and under are the most vulnerable. They are
dependent on their parents or carers for their safety. The personal and social
cost associated with the death of a child is enomous and cannot be adequately
described. The death of a young child in circumstances that could have been
prevented is a fragedy for all.

5. THEINSPECTION PROGRAM

51  From October 2013 all councils are required to have in place and implement a
program of swimming pool inspections. The purpose of inspectionsis to issue a
certificate indicating that pool barriers in place comply with the pool safety
legislative requirements.

6. WHATIS APOOL CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE?

6.1 A Pool Certificate of Compliance is issued once a pool has been inspected
against the relevant pool safety requirements. The certificate is valid for three
years. A pool may be inspected more frequently than three years if a complaint
has been received with respect to pool safety or there is good reason to
suspect the pool no longer complies with the pool safety requirements.

7.  WHAT HAPPENS IF A POOL CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE CANNOT BE
ISSUED?

7.1 A Pool Certificate of Compliance cannot be issued if the pool is not passed at
inspection as meeting the various requirements under the applicable standards.
In such a case either Council or an accredited certifier must issue a notice
specifying the works required. If the works are not undertaken or the pool
cannot pass a subsequent inspection then a Penalty Infingement Notice will be
issued. Continuing refusal to comply will result in legal action.

Page 2ol6
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8. HIGH RISK POOLS INSPECTED EVERY THREE YEARS

8.1 The legislation requires properties considered high risk to have their pool
inspected every 3 years. This includes pools associated with:

a2 moveable dwelling, hotel, motel, tourist / visitor accommodation, serviced
apartments and other multi-occupancy developments.

ebackpackers, bed and breakfast, farm stay accommodation, serviced
apartments and residences of more than 2 occupancies.

«Child car centre / Family day car or premises accessed regularly by children
for other than domestic purposes

9. PROPERTIES BEING SOLD OR RENTED / LEASED

9.1  From 29 April 2016 all properties with a pool being sold or rented / leased must
have a current Pool Certificate of Compliance. Where a property with a pool is
being sold or rented / leased, the pool owners must request an inspection and
comply with the requirements of the inspection before a Pool Certificate of
Compliance can be issued.

10. WHEN SWIMMING POOLS WILL BE INSPECTED

10.1  Council will undertake the inspection of swimming pools on a reactive basis
incorporating a risk based approach

« High risk pools that are required to be inspected every 3 years as specified in
Section 8.

« Properties that require a Pool Certificate of Compliance because the property
is being sold or rented / leased.

« All other swimming pools in the local government such as oider pools, pools
that have never been inspected or any other pool where Council has a
reasonable concem over the safety of a pool bamrier. Such pools may be
reguired to obtain a Pool Compliance Certificate once the Pool barrier
complies with the relevant requirements.

11. FEES

11.1  The Swimming Pool Act provides that Council may charge a fee the inspection
conducted by an authorised officer, being a fee that is no greater than the
maximum fee prescribed by the Swimming Pool Regulation. At the time of
gazettal of the Swimming Pool Regulation {(April 2013) the maximum initial
inspection of $150 is payable and a second inspection fee of $100 is payable.
No fee may be charged for further inspection.

Page 4 0I6
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11.2  Council will charge a fee of $150 for an initial inspection {which includes the
issue of a Certificate of Compliance for complying pool fences) and $100 for

one follow-up inspection.

12. EDUCATION AND AWARENESS

12.1  Pool owner education and awareness is essential in contributing to the success

of the inspection program.

12.2 An ongoing complimentary community education and awareness program will
be delivered through community publications, media releases, website
information, owner self-assessment pool fence checklists and pool safety

officer interaction with the public.

12.3 The importance of pool barrier maintenance and adult supervision a key

messages to be delivered in a program.

12.4 The rates of pool barrier compliance are expected to progressively increase as
a result of the inspection program and the gradual improvement of the level of

community education awareness,

13. PENALTIES

13.1 There are a number of offences under that Act which aftract fines, as follows:

Section 7(1). Failure to
comply with general
requirements for outdoor
pools associated dwellings

$550

50 penalty units = $5500

Section 120 Failure to
comply with general
requirements were
comfortable pools associated
with movable dwellings and
tourist and visitor
accommodation

50 penalty units = $5500

Section 14. Failure to
comply with general
requirements for indoor pools

$550

50 penalty units = $5500

Section 15(1). Failure to
maintain  child resistant
barmier

$550

50 penalty units = $5500

Section 16 Failure of
occupier to keep access to
pool securely closed

$550

50 penalty units = $5500

Section 17(1). Failure to
display or maintain a
prescribed waming notice

people

$110

5 penalty units= $550

Section 23 (3). Failure to

$550

50 penalty units= $5500

Page 5ol 6
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comply direction (pool safety

order)

Section 30B(1): Failure to | $220 20 penalty units= $2200
| register a pool

14. THE ROLE OF CERTIFIERS

14.1  Pool owners may request an Accredited Certifier to provide a pool certificate of
compliance, Accredited Certifiers may set their own fees, Having conducted an
inspection, if the pool does not meet the applicable standard, the Accredited
Certifier may allow a pool owner six (6) weeks to rectify deficiencies before
advising Council, or if considered to be a significant public hazard a certifier
may notify Council immediately. Upon notification Council may commence
compliance action.

Page G ol B
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MACARTHUR

Regional Tourism Strategy
2012 - 2015

A joint proect between Camden Comal
and Cawpbt//t‘ouln Ca‘y Comal

"’Qampbeli‘t’own'
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Foreword

Tourism is an important contributor to Australia’s economy. It helps to generate substantial
investrment and jobs. It also adds to our cultural and recreational experiences.,

The Macarthur region, comprising the townships of Camden and Campbelltown, located in
Sydney’'s south-west, benefits from tourism activity. Tourism directly supports many small
businesses and has a strong multiplier effect on other sectors of our economy such as
business services, sport and recreation and retail. In addition, it provides a “window' for
people outside of Macarthur to view our area as a place to visit and explore further, In time
visitors may choose to live, work and invest in Macarthur. Tourism also builds community
pride and a sense of ownership among local people.

Both Camden Council and Campbellitown City Council have supported tourism for many
vears. Council's role in supporting tourism includes visitor servicing (eg resourcing the
Camden and Campbelltown Visitor Information Centres), implementing promotional media
and marketing activities, supporting local events that will potentially attract visitors to the
region, establishing new partnerships, helping new tourism product to be established, as
well as building and promoting Macarthur’'s tourism assets. Additionally, both Councils woark
to develop strong relationships with the travel writing media to generate positive media
coverage.

Council's Tourism Officers work closely with local tourism businesses by providing access to
networking and professional development initiatives, These help businesses to stay
informed, be innovative and educate their staff to provide visitors with high gquality
exXperiences.

In summary, the Macarthur Tourism Strategy 2012 = 2015 provides guidance for the future
direction of tourism within Macarthur with both short term and longer term goals. Drawing
on the broader region, it emphasises developing new tourism experiences, involving local
people in tourism product development and facilitating stronger relationships between
Council and the local tourism industry. It also aims to raise the profile of Macarthur as a
gquality repeat visitor destination and further develop the key tourism market segments.

Supporting Documents for the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 14 April 2015 - Page 95

ORDO5

Attachment 1



Attachment 1 Macarthur Regional Tourism Strategy 2012-2015

ORDO5

Attachment 1

Contents

= Foreword 2
. Introduction 4q
. What is Tourism? 5
. Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats [
= Themes 8
. Actions 11
. Implementation 16

Supporting Documents for the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 14 April 2015 - Page 96



Attachment 1

Macarthur Regional Tourism Strategy 2012-2015

Introduction

The Macarthur Tourism Strategy and Action Plan 2012 — 2015 is a result of Camden Council
and Campbelltown City Council’s need to update, refine and enhance the previous strategy
to ensure the region’s tourism industry continually thrives in & rapidly evolving environment,
Its development has been guided by:

n a review of the previous Macarthur Tourism Strategy and Action Plan 2008 —

2011
. current key trends in the tourism industry
] research of related documentation
. input and feedback from local tourism operators
] feedback from visitors and tour coordinators.,

Building on the previous strategy, the 2012 = 2015 strategy is designed to provide focus and
direction to ensure tourism continues to develop during the next three years. A number of
strategic themes are presented in the strategy, which provide achievable, realistic and
practical actions.

Vision

All of the actions outlined in the Macarthur Tourism Strategy and Action Plan 2012 - 2015
will work towards the achievement of the following vision for the region:

That the Macarthur region is o well recognised and well regorded tourism region offering o
diverse range of experiences. It is our aim to build on Maocarthur's existing tourism assets ond
improve the visitor experience.

Target Markets

The Macarthur Tourism Strategy and Action Plan aims to target a number of key tourism
markets including:

. the Visiting Friends and Relatives (VFR) market

. the Greater Sydney market

. the Seniors [ over 555 market

. families / holiday makers

. special interest groups including school groups, seniors groups and the

corporate incentive market.

Strategy Themes

This strategy has a number of themes, each with their individual set of outcomes, The
themes encompass:

] tourism product development and partnerships

. marketing and promotion

. industry support

. visitor sarvicing.

What is Tourism?

Tourism incorporates activities that bring people into an area they don’t normally reside in
for a period of time, This brings in ‘new money” to a local economy, The World Tourism
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Organisation defines tourists as people who "travel to and stay in places outside their usual
environment for more than 24 hours and not more than one consecutive year for leisure,
business and other purposes not related to the exercise of an activity remunerated from
within the place visited.™

Tourism can be found in activities including:

. food and wine - dining
. accommodation
. shopping

. attractions
. sports and recreational activities

. art and cultural activities
. community or special events and festivals
. visiting for business purposes

. visiting friends and relatives (VFR)
. appreciating local flora and fauna and enjoying the outdoors
. education {eg schoaol groups, visits to Macarthur's education institutions etc).

Tourism also includes people who wvisit a destination for less than 24 hours for the
aforementioned purposes, such as daytrips.

The Macarthur region has some significant tourism drawcards including:

. close proximity to Sydney CBD and airport / coast / Blue Mountains / Southern
Highlands

. major attractions including Camphelltown Arts Centre, The Australian Botanic
Garden, Mount Annan and Camden Airport’s aviation experiences

. adventure based activities such as horse riding, aviation and painthall

. a major annual events calendar including food and wine festivals, Camden Park
House Open Weekend, Campbelltown Challenge Walk, Enduro Trail Races,
Festival of Fisher's Ghost, Farm Sunday at Belgenny Farm and New Year's Eve

" quality and good value for money accommodation facilities.

T INWTO Technlcal Manual: Callection of Taurism Statistics”. Warkd Tourism Organisation, 1595,
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Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats (SWOT)

of the Macarthur region

STRENGTHS

*  Proximity to key markets, especially
Greater Sydney,

* Variety of experiences within a rural
setting.

*  Good access to major road and rail
networks (Hume Highway/M5, M7,
countrylink and cityrail trains).

= Central location as a base for other
important tourism regions (eg Blue
Mountains, Southern Highlands, Sydney
and Wollongong).

= A number of significant heritage sites.

*  Arange of sporting and shopping
facilities.

*  The Australian Botanic Garden — free
entry.

= Campbelltown Arts Centre = major
regional gallery with a significant
exhibition and performance program.

*  Rydges and Quest, Campbelltown — new
4% star properties. Appealing to the
corporate market,

=  The Cube — continue to attract
entertainment and major conferences.

*  Camden township — retains its historic
village style and café culture.

*  Campbelltown township — cultural
diversity, ethnic food stores and
restaurants.

»  QOpen space — Campbelltown bordered
by the Georges River Mature Reserve and
Camden surrounded by a rural setting.

These strengths have been considered
when developing marketing initiatives in
the action plan.

WEAKNESSES

»  Perceptions and negative image of the
region.

= Lack of public transpart beyond train
stations.

& Lack of tourism welcome signage on key
highways.

= Relatively small number of significant
attractions,

*=  lack of access to some key attractions
for independent travellers (eg Belgenny
Farm which is not open to the public).

= Lack of operators not following
branding guidelines on promaotional
material and websites.

*  Proximity — too close to Sydney for
overnight stays.

= Some businesses looking tired and run
down and |ack funding to make
improvements.

= 5ize, location and staffing of Camden
Visitor Information Centre.

Many of these weaknesses can be
addressed through public relations
activities and destination marketing and
resolved with strategies/actions outlined in
this plan.

OPPORTUNITIES THREATS

*  Increase signage on the M5/Hume
Highway to capture passing traffic.

*  Continue to increase the level of industry
working together:
- active network fassociation
- further collabaration and packaging
- workshops, education, training.

*  Tp finalise the formation of a local

= Downturn in the economy = reducing
disposable income used for travelling
and day trips.

*  Urbanisation compromising rural S
scenic feel to the region.

»  Competition from nearby regions /
destinations.

* lack of support from Destination NSW
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OPPORTUNITIES THREATS

tourism association/network. to be recognised as a region on
= Regional Visitor Centre located at The www.sydney.com

Australian Botanic Garden, Mount

Annan.

*  (Online booking facility on
www._macarthur.com.au to facilitate
accommaodation and group tour
bookings (once a regional VIC is
established).

*  Development of downloadable smart
phone applications to help promote
tourism in Macarthur.

*  Greater utilisation of Dharawal Mational
Park and Georges River Nature Reserve
for tourism activity,

*  Further promotion of the multicultural
venues, eateries and tours in
Campbelltown town centre.

*  To attract further tourism orientad
public events.

*  Potential to capture more of the Visiting
Friends and Relatives Market which
should grow based on an increasing local
residential population.

* |ncrease public access to significant
heritage sites.

Supporting Documents for the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 14 April 2015 - Page 100



Attachment 1

Macarthur Regional Tourism Strategy 2012-2015

Themes

Theme 1: Tourism Product Development and Partnerships

Improved tourism product development and increased partnerships are vital for Macarthur's
tourism future,

In order to appeal to a broad market, the products and experiences available within the
Macarthur region need to adapt to the needs of these broader markets. While the
traditional seniors market is happy to visit and observe, the younger age group markets are
maore likely to want to actively engage. They want unigue, memorable experiences that they
can participate in. They also want information and interpretation and the opportunity to
actively participate where possible.

It is important to be able to increase and improve local tourism experiences by exploring
non-traditional products and encouraging the bundling of tourism experiences to create a
wider variety of things to see and do.

Desired outcomes:
. new or enhanced product to offer visitors

. increased packaging and bundling of activities and services to create a value-add
for visitor (such as accommodation and dining)

. increased and active positive participation of local businesses in tourism

. increased engagement with key stakeholders

u improved infrastructure, signage and accessibility.

Theme 2: Marketing and Promotion

Marketing and promotion are key elements of tourism development. Marketing tells a story
about what the visitor will experience once they arrive in the Macarthur region.,

Information technology (eg internet) is a critical tool to help prospective and repeat visitors
to make choices about their tourism experiences, and is increasingly replacing the traditional
brochure.

Innovative and creative marketing solutions are important. An active public relations

campaign is recommended as the most cost effective means of raising awareness and desire
to travel to the region.

A review of current and planned marketing activities being undertaken indicate that budgets
are being well utilised and the appropriate markets are being targeted through destination
advertising and by attending targeted trade shows.

It is also important to engage local residents in the promotion of the region. Marketing
activities promoting things to do “in your own backyard” create a sense of community pride,

therefore expanding opportunities for positive exposure.

Desired outcomes;

u increased awareness and demand for Macarthur experiences
. increased and repeat visitation

. increased profile of Macarthur as a tourist destination

. increased sense of community pride in the region
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. positive publicity and exposure,
Theme 3: Industry Support

There are many players involved with advancing tourism within NSW. It is important at a
local level to have in place leaders that can advocate for small, local operators and be the
driving force behind the operator network.

Council’s support of tourism will continue to strengthen Macarthur as a visitor destination
and foster an active, progressive and collaborative tourism industry for the region.

When local operators work together, they can achieve common objectives by pooling
resources and contributing to the advancement of Macarthur’s tourism assets.

Desired outcomes;
. the Macarthur region is represented at networks and partnerships including
Destination NSW (formerly Tourism NSW) and Greater Sydney Tourism
. tourism operators working collaboratively for the benefit of the region and each

other

. calendar of industry development opportunities, supported and attended by
operators

. indirect tourism businesses become a part of the wider industry and educated

about the benefits of tourism.
Theme 4: Visitor Servicing

Support for the Macarthur region’s accredited Visitor Information Centres (VICs) is
important, as they provide valuable services to both the community and the local tourism
industry. A significant number of visitors to the VICs are locals asking for local things to see
and do, as well as local services.

The role of a VIC is to influence visitors to stay in the region longer than originally planned,
increasing |ocal expenditure, enriching a visitors” experience through talking to passionate
WIC staff and volunteers, and referring visitors on to local businesses.

There is the potential to improve the VICs in the Macarthur region via the establishment of a
Regional Visitor Information Centre at The Australian Botanic Garden, Mount Annan.

Desired outcomes:
. a regional VIC established at The Australian Botanic Garden, Mount Annan
. capitalising on the increasing number of visitors to the Garden, resulting in
increased visitation to the proposed regional VIC
. continue to meet and exceed visitor expectations via quality customer service
and provision of comprehensive information and services.
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Actions

Theme 1: Tourism Product Development and Partnerships

ACTIONS

* Support and encourage existing, new and potential tourism businesses in the region.

» Work with industry to expand on tourism experiences available in Macarthur,

* Encourage operators to network and link their products/experiences {eg packaging and
bundling).

Continue to encourage operators to use the Macarthur tourism brand on all marketing
collateral and promaotions.

Explore potential nature based tourism opportunities within the Dharawal Mational Park.
Continue to investigate tourism potential within the Georges River Nature Reserve.
Explore possible potential tourism opportunities should the cycle link through The
Australian Botanic Gardens, Mount Annan be established.

Explore the possibility of local historical societies implementing a program of regular
heritage walking tours in the town centres.

Continue to support and promote cultural and community events to increase wisitation to
Macarthur,

Investigate avenues to incorporate/support new events in the Macarthur region to
increase visitation.

Grow the TASTE Macarthur Week program to become a bi-annual program held in
conjunction with Macarthur's food and wine festivals,

Support operators in the development of cooperative marketing activities through the
network.

Support operators in the development of a Macarthur touring map.

Investigate opportunities to encourage investment in tourism business and infrastructure,
Continue to monitor what other developing regions are doing and what product successes
they having. Emulate these.

Investigate the suitability of interactive smart phone applications to enhance visitor
experiences.

10
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Theme 2: Marketing and Promotion

= Continue with the implementation of an annual public relations campaign.

® Aim to distribute one press release per week, featuring a positive story about the region
and attractions, to media travel editors.

In conjunction with key operators, conduct familiarisation tours showeasing the region’s
diverse tourism offerings.

Target lifestyle and TV shows to film segments within the region. Encourage TV news crews
to attend and cover local events.

Continue to encourage operators within the region to utilise the Macarthur tourism logo
an all of their marketing collateral,

Explore the possibility of visitor signage at train and bus interchanges.

Continue to explore the possibility of welcome signage along the M5/Hume Highway.
Attend travel and lifestyle trade shows in the key markets of Canberra and Sydney.
Recommended: Sydney Lifestyle and Retirement Expo, Canberra Spring Home and Leisure
Expo, Sydney Adventure Travel and Backpackers Expo.

Attend relevant wedding expos. Recommended: Western Sydney Bridal Expo.

Attend expos targeting the group travel market. Recommended: Trade Travel

Attend trade shows targeting the conference and incentive market. Recommended: RSVP.
Review and update all destination marketing collateral and publications as required
including, but not limited to, the:

- Regional Visitor Guide

- Group Tour Ideas Kit

- School Excursion |deas Kit

- Cartoscope Map

- Macarthur Top Attractions Brochure

- Heritage Diractory.
Advertise in key markets using a variety of different media outlets including regional
television, newspapers and online campaigns.
Generate publicity through competitions with radio stations and suburban newspapers by
offering supplier donated prizes (eg weekend package for two with activities and dining
included).
Continue to focus marketing efforts on ‘must see, must do’ experiences.
Ensure the tourism photo library contains images that are current, fresh and engaging.
Distribute upon request (eg media enguiries, Destination NSW etc).
Regularly review and update content on Tourism Australia, Sydney.com and other tourism
websites.
Coordinate the transfer of the macarthur.com.au site to the new Content Management
Systermn. Refresh and update elements of the site where applicable.
Regularly review the macarthur.com.au site to ensure that content is current and well
presented.
Continue to improve search engine optimisation for the macarthur.corm.au site.
Increase the wse of social madia as a marketing tool and regularly update information and
respond to comments and requests within appropriate timelines,
Develop a campaign called That's My Macarthur’ to increase local community pride and
encourage residents to explore the attractions in the region,
Investigate the possibility of developing an annual ‘My Macarthur’ Rewards Program
offering discounts and incentives to the local community.,
Develop annual promotions targeting the visiting friends and relatives (VFR) market.
Distribute to local residents via the Council rates notice.

11

Supporting Documents for the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 14 April 2015 - Page 104



Attachment 1

Macarthur Regional Tourism Strategy 2012-2015

* Continue to work with coach companies and group tour operators to expand the group and
school excursion market.

12

Supporting Documents for the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 14 April 2015 - Page 105

ORDO5

Attachment 1



Attachment 1

Macarthur Regional Tourism Strategy 2012-2015

ORDO5

Attachment 1

Theme 3: Industry Suppart

= Sypport opportunities to connect tourism industry businesses and stakeholders. Support

the development of a self governing tourism network,

Encourage tourism operators to participate in product development/educational

waorkshops,

Establish a regular tourism survey of visitors to help identify the industry’'s strengths, issues

and challenges.

Continue to produce an industry newsletter updating operators on tourism activities and

initiatives.

Work with Destination NSW staff to educate them on Macarthur product and investigate

the suitahbility of Macarthur's inclusion in Destination NSW's visiting journalist program.

Continue to work with and support Greater Sydney Tourism projects and initiatives where

suitable,

® Support ways to acknowledge and recognise Macarthur's tourism industry achievements,
such as supporting and encouraging applications into the Greater Sydney Tourism Awards.

= Explore ways for Macarthur tourism businesses or events to secure funding assistance.

13
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Theme 4: Visitor Servicing

Maintain Visitor Information Centre (VIC) Accreditation for Camden and Campbelltown
Wisitor Centres.

Continue to investigate and support the proposal of a Regional Visitor Information Centre
located off Narellan Road, close to the Hume Highway off ramp, within The Australian
Botanic Garden, Mount Annan.

|dentify and investigate the suitability of online booking packages within the current Visitor
Centres or Regional Visitor Centre.

Support VIC casual and volunteer staff in their role as information providers by providing
regular training and familiarisation trips.

Review tourism signposting (brown and white signs). Remove redundant/outdated signs.

14
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SECTION ONE: INTRODUCTION

1.1 PURPOSE

This plan has been prepared according to Section 36 of the Local Government Act 1993,
which states that a Plan of Management (PoM) must be prepared for Community Land.

Rheinbergers Cottage (cottage) and its hill which is located in Herberts Hill Reserve have
heritage significance for their link with important historic uses and families; and for the
extensive views that are obtained to and from the hill over the Camden area.

This PoM specifies how Herberts Hill Reserve will be appropriately used and managed, to

ensure its heritage significance can be appreciated by current and future Camden residents.
Herberts Hill Reserve is also known colloquially as Rheinbergers Hill,

1.2 LOCATION AND LAND TITLE

Herberts Hill Reserve is located on the southern side of Camden Valley Way at Elderslie,
and is approximately half way between Camden and Narellan town centres. It is described
as Lot 162 DP 1087243, 168 Camden Valley Way and is 3.96 ha in size. See Figure 1 for
location and the area covered by the plan.
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1.3 LEASES

Rheinbergers Cottage has recently been restored for habitation and has been leased as a
residence since 7 September 2013,

1.4 LANDUSE

The site is on a prominent hill and comprises a cottage, its immediate domestic garden area
within surrcunding hedges, and the site as a whole is currently used as an open passive
park.

The cottage is a single-storey, weatherboard, three-badroom building with a wraparound
veranda and a rear extension. Essential repair works have recently been completed to
enable it to be reused as a dwelling. Al present there are no outbuildings associated with the
cottage,

The remainder of the allotment is public cpen space. A shared pedestrian and cycle path
has recently been installed. Otherwise there have been no formal landscaping works
undertaken.

Dense vegetation has grown along the roadside and across the north of the site. The
primary access to the site is now via an unsealed driveway to the south of the cottage
through the Camden Acres estate. The onginal gates and driveway lead up from Camden
Valley Way.

1.5 STAKEHOLDERS

There are currently very limited users of the space. It is limited to Council and the general
community using the pedestrian cycle path.

Table 1 — Stakeholder Group

[ Group Nature of Interest
Camden Council Owns and maintains Herberts Hill Reserve including
Rheinbergers Cottage, its surrounds and a shared
pedestrian and cycle bike path,
MSW Roads and | Should access for future intensified land uses be proposed
Maritime Services from Camden Valley Way.

Camden  Historical | Have a broad interest in conserving the heritage and family
Society & Camden | history of the Camden LGA.

Arsa Family History
Society

General Public Opportunities for recreation exist at Herberts Hill Reserve
for walking and riding bicycles on the shared pedestrian and
cycle path. Other opportunities include a community garden
and a low key appropriately positioned park facilities which
reflects the passive recreation use of the area and the need
to preserve the open views of the hill
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1.6 ADJACENT LAND USES

The surrounding landscape includes Camden Valley Way, flood plains and agncultural
areas, and low density development. To the south of the site is a housing development of
one-and two-storey freestanding houses, To the east of the site is a golf course. To the north
of the site is a main arteral roadway, Camden Valley Way, with agricultural areas beyond
the roadway and to the west of the site is an open paddock.

1.7 BACKGROUND INFORMATION

1.7.1 Acknowledgement

Much of the information in this report has heen extracted from the report The Rheinbergers
Cottage: Conservation Advice prepared by Godden Mackay Logan, dated September 2011
{GML Heritage Report). The report was commissioned by Council to determine the heritage
significance and possible future uses of the cottage and surrounding site.

1.7.2 Aboriginal Heritage

It is required by law that Abocriginal hertage is preserved and harm fo such items is
minimised. There are no records of items of Aborginal significance on the Aboriginal
Heritage Impact Management System (13 December 2013). The GML Herntage Report did
not investigate Aboriginal heritage on the site.

The principal legislation relating to Aboriginal Heritage is the Environmental Protection and
Assessment Act 1979, The Mational Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 and The Heritage Act 1977
Before any disturbance to the site, an assessment of the impact on any likely aboriginal
significant items must be carried out,

Details of Aboriginal Culture and Heritage Regulation can be found at
wiww. environment.nsw.gov.aullicences/achregulation.htm

1.7.3 European Heritage

Rheinbergers Hill {including Rheinbergers cottage) is listed as a heritage item in the Camden
Local Environment Plan (LEP) 2070. Rheinbergers Hill is also listed a5 a Cultural and Visual
Landscape within Table BS of Chapter B3 Environmental Hentage: Camden Development
Control Flan 2011.

The reason for heritage listing are summansed as follows:

+ Rheinbergers Hill has historic significance at a local level as part of the early
Eurcpean settiement in the Cowpastures area, the original land grant dating to
1812

« |t has historic association with people influential in the agricultural development
of the Camden area including the criginal grantee Thomas Herbert, a shepherd
for the Macarthur's sheep flocks, and the Scott, Longley, Whyte and Rheinberger
families. The original function of the site as a home and for market gardening
Was once a common activity in Camden.
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The hill is a feature between the urban setilements of Marellan and Camden. It
has aesthetic significance for its cultural landscape values, with important local
and district views to and from the site. It allows important views across the
Camden local area, in particular to other early houses such as Kirkham and
Camelot and the rural floodplain. As such, the open space of the hill, as well as
the cottage atop the hill, is important as a landscape feature for the local area.

The tall mature palm tree growing next to the house is a local landmark and the
perimeter hedging encloses the house, providing both protection from winds and
definition of the domestic precinct from the surrounding farmland.

The hill has social value to the local community and this is reflected in the
Council’s decision to retain the hill as public open space

Rheinbergers Cottage is significant as a surviving example of an early
agricultural dwelling, typical of Camden in the 19205, It has a simple design, but
it retains external and interior fabric which is indicative of the peried, including
decorative timber friezes, fireplaces and stained timber paneling. Such
examples are becoming locally rare as urban development increases in the area.
The significant parts of the dwelling are indicated in Table 4.1 of the GML
Heritage report,
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SECTION TWO: RELEVANT LEGISLATION AND OTHER
STRATEGIES

21 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1993

Under the Local Govermment Act 7983, Councils must prepare a draft plan of management
for community land, which may apply to one or more areas of community land. Whatever
category of the land, the objectives for each category need to be addressed when
developing future management proposals. The core objectives are contained in Appendix 1.

Table 2: Requirements for Plans of Management under the Local Government Act
1993

Requirement See Report
Section

The plan must describe the use of the land and any such buildings Section 1

or improvements
Categonise the land, Section 3
The plan must describe the condition of the land, and of any Section 5
buildings or other improvements on the land

Ohjectives and performance targets of the plan with respect to
the land,

' The plan must specify the purposes for which the land, and any such Section 8
buildings or improvements, will be permitted to be used &9
The plan must specify the purposes for which any further Section 9
development of the land will be permitted, whether under lease or
licence or otherwize
The plan must describe the scale and intensity of any permitted use Section 8
or development &9
How the council proposes to achieve the plan's objectives and Section 9
performance targets,
How the council proposes to assess it's performance with respect to Section 8

| the plan’s objectives and performance targets, &9

Section 9

Under the Local Government Act 1883 land as community land needs to be categorised
as one or more of the following:

(a) a natural area,

ib) a sportsground,

(c) a park,

(d) an area of cultural significance,

(&) general community use.

The Local Government Act allows Council to grant leases, licences and other estates over
all or part of community land. Leases and licences allow the use of land and facilities to be
formalised and can be held by schools, community or sporting groups, and by commercial
organisations or individuals providing facilities and / or services.
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A lease is usually required where exclusive use of control of all or part of a reserve is
required for operative management. Licences allow multiple and non-exclusive use of an
area and is usually requirad for intermittent or short term use or control of a park

The definition of "estate” under Section 21 of the Interpretation Act, 1987 includes other
rights over land, such as easements, including “interest, charge, right, title, claim, demand,
lien and encumbrance, whether at law or in eguity”.

2.2 HERITAGE ACT 1977
The Heritage Act 1877 protects heritage items and archaeological relics.

While archasology has not been identified, significant archaesological relics related to
Eurcpean settlement may exist on the site. Should relics be discovered as part of site
investigaions and works, the applicant must contact the N3W Hertage Branch for
compliance with the statutory requirements.

2.3 HAWKESBURY NEPEAN CATCHMENT ACTION PLAN

The Hawkesbury Nepean Catchment Action Plan (CAP) has been has been developed in
regards to the relationship between landscapes and communities. As Herbert Hill Reserve is
a totally altered landscape, the CAP is important in understanding how the urban area can
be managed to maximise a sustainable benefit to the community.

Herbert Hill Reserve is in the middle part of the Marellan Cresk drainage system with two
altered drainage swales which are ephemeral in nature and are cumently undergoing low
level erosion but are subject to higher risks of erosion because of lack of groundcovers.
Relevant actions identified in the CAP are to develop sustainable land management
practices and implement Water Sensitive Urban Design.

24 CAMDEN 2040

Camden 2040 was adopted by Camden Council on 14 May 2013 as a Community Strategic
Plan for the people and place of the Camden Local Government Area and to transform the
community’s vision into action,

The relevant vision from Camden 2040 is:
‘In year 2040, the Camden Local Government Area is a dynamic, modern, urban place

which is defined by its unigue history and rural backdrop, and has realised the many
opportunities presented by urban development and population growth.”
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2.5 CAMDEN LOCAL ENVIRONMENT PLAN NO. 2010

Camden Council has a responsibility under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act
1878 and Henfage Act 1977 to protect heritage places through their identification, planning
and controls.

Rheinbergers Hill including the Cottage is listed as a heritage item on the Camden Local
Environment Flan (LEF) 2010.

The LEP sets ocut objectives and conirols to conserve the hentage significance of heritage
places. The impact of new development and work on the hentage significance must be
considered. The GML Heritage report addresses these matters.

Herberts Hill Reserve is zoned RE1 Public Recreation under LEP 2010 and relevant landuse
that is permitted with consent include community facilities, recreation areas and recreation
facilities (outdoor).

26 CAMDEN DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN 2011

Rheinberger's Hill is listed as a Cultural and Visual Landscape within Table BS of Chapter
B3 Enviranmental Hertage: Camden Development Contral Plan 2071, The DCP provides
guidelines for appropriate work at herntage places.

2.7  PEDESTRIAN f CYCLING STRATEGY

A 25 metre wide Shared Path cumently exists within Herberts Hill Reserve, providing a
shared pedestrian and cycling facility to Marellan via Camden Valley Way, An additional
section of Shared Path is proposed to provide a connection from Herberts Hill Reserve to
Camden, completing a critical link in the Shared Path that runs along Camden Valley Way
between Camden and Marellan,

2.8 COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS
Rheinbergars Hill was identified as a new hentage item at the last heritage review in 2002,

At the Council meeting of 25 March 2008, Council resolved to:
+« Endorse the heritage schedule of LEP 149
« Recommend that the Department of Planning gazette LEP 145,
« Adopt DCP 2008 (which is now DCP 2011).

The heritage schedule relevant to Rheinbergers Hill was incorporated in LEP 2010 which
was adopted by Council for gazettal at its meefing of 3 September 2010

The Cultural and Visual Landscapes matters relevant to Rheinbergers Hill and identified in
DCP 2006 were incorporated in DCP 2011 which came into force on 18 February 2011,
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SECTION THREE: LAND CATEGORIES

All land categorised as community land must have a Pol clearly identifying the land
category and location, under the Local Government Act 1993,

“Land should be categorised as an area of cultural significance under Section 36 (4) of the
Local Government Act 1993 if the land is:
{c) an area of archasological significance, because the area contains:

(i) Ewvidence of past human activity(for example, below-ground features such as building
foundations, occupation deposits, features or artefacts or above-ground features
such as buildings, works, industrial structures, and relics, whether intact or ruined), or

iy Any other deposit, object or material that relates to the settlement of the land, or

{d} an area of historical significance, because of the importance of an association or position
of the land in the evolving pattern of Australian cultural history,

There are broad requirements for community land comprising an area of cultural significance
under the Local Gowernment Act 1983 that have applicability to Herbert Hills Reserve
{Appendix 1). The category of cultural significance applying to Herbert Hills Reserve would
reflect the resolution of Council of 25 March 2008 to endorse Rheinbergers Hill as a heritage
iterm an the heritage schedule of LEF 149 (now incarporated in LEFP 2010).
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Figure 2 - Land Categorisation Plan
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SECTION FOUR: BIOPHYSICAL RESOURCES AND LANDSCAPES

41 TOPOGRAPHY

Rheinbergers Cottage occupies one of the higher viewing vantage points in the Camden
Local Government Area (LGA) at 88 metres above sea level It is 24 metres higher than the
surrounding floodplain. 1ts prominence makes it an important landscape feature in the
Camden LGA, The major part of the site is moderately sloped on the eastern and western
part of the site. The northern embankment of the site that fronts Camden Valley Way is quite
steep.

4.2 GEOCLOGY AND SOIL HEALTH

The soil type is Wianamatta Clay and the scil landscape has the potential for high saline
environment, It is classified as the broad salinity landscape "Cawdor Hydrological Geological
Landscape", (Office of Environment and Heritage, 2011, Hydrological Landscapes of
Camden LGA).

4.3 HYDROLOGY

Maost of the site has sheet water flow which is dispersed across the moderate slopes. There
is one small drainage swale on the eastern side of the cottage which has a small drainage
rate because of the very small catchment. The swale flows to the Narellan Creek floodplain
on the northem side of Camden Valley Way.

44  VEGETATION AND CONDITION

The site is an altered landscape, having been cleared since early European sattlement for
grazing. Most of the site is coverad with exotic pastures and weeds with some landscaping
associated with Rheinbergers Cottage. There are some small patches of native grass. There
are no threatened flora species on the land.

The site contains one (1) Washington Fan Palm (Washingfonia robusfa) adjacent to the
cottage (listed on Camden Council's Significant Tree Register), surrounded by a large dense
path of African Olive along the eastern and northern boundaries of the cottage.

A small patch of African Olive (Olea europsea sp. Africana) has been removed on the
western side of the cottage in 2012 when the cottage was restored,

The mature Washington Fan Palm adjacent to the property as an important landmark

The large, dense patch of African Olive along the roadside and around the cottage defines
the boundaries, but is an invasive weed that does not contribute to the heritage significance
of the site. It also ohscures views of the cottage and hill from along the road.

All remaining African Olive on site can be removed and replaced in accordance with the
landscape plan (Attachment E of the GML Heritage Report).

11
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4.5 FAUNA

As the site is very open and has been continually grazed and more recently mown, habitat
for native fauna is virtually non-existent. A search of the N3W Wildlife Atlas (Office of
Environment and Heritage, 13 December 2013) found no threatened fauna to exist on the
site.

12
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SECTION FIVE: ASSETS AND FACILITIES AND THEIR CONDITIONS

The Local Govermnment Act 1993 requires the conditions and uses of the land, buildings and
improvements be described in a plan of management. Herberts Hill Reserve is the location
of the historic Rheinbergers Cottage and associated landscaping, shared pedestrian and
cycle path, open mown area and an infestation of African Olive on the steep roadside slope.

The scale used for assets, facilities and their conditions is based on the usable life of the

assels

Good: In the first 1/3 of its usable life and iz in generally good condition,
Fair: Inthe middle 1/2 of its usable life and nesds some extra upkesp

Poor: In the final 1/3 of its usable life and needs a lot of upkeep.

Table 3 - The land, buildings, structures and their condition

ASSET
Rheinbergers Cottage

DESCRIPTION

The coftage is a single storey,
weatherboard, three bedroom
building with a wraparound veranda.

The cottage is a simple rural cottage
dating from the 1920s. The layout,
form, scale, uses, configuration and
fabric of the cottage all retain their
early twentieth-century character.
The building has undergone various
alterations and additions particularly
in the 1950z,

CONDITION

Some refurbishment
warks have been
completed which
MEeans different
elements of the
building fall into

each category;
Good: - Structural,
Roaof, Kitchen,

Bathroom, decking.
Fair: - intermal walls
and ceilings to other
rooms,

Poor; exterior
weatharboards &
windows.

Landscaping

Cne (1) mature Washington Fan
Falm (Washingtonia robusta)
adjacent to the cottage surrounded
by African Olive (Olea europaea sp.
Africana)

Washington Fan
Falm in good
condition

Mown Areas

Most of the site s a mown
landscape.

The ground surface
is even over the site.
The lawn is regularly
mown 10 keep a low
profile,

Drainage

The drainage swale on the site is a
few metres wide, Approximately half
of the suface is bare with no
vegetation It has a small culvert at
the shared path crossing.

Generally in good
condition with a few
small areas in
modarate  condition
whera the soil is
exposed and shightly
eroded.

13
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| ASSET

DESCRIPTION

CONDITION

Shared Path

A 2.5 metre wide concrete Shared
Path currently exists for use by
pedestrians and cyclists, linking
Rheinbergers Hill with Marellan.

Good condition.

Existing
access

wvehicular

Two vehicular accesses, one historic
and the other more recently gated,
exist off Camden Valley 'Way. Both
have locked gates preventing public
vehicular access into Rheinbergers
Hill.

Current wvehicle access
Rheinbergers Circuit
Camden Acres Estate.

is from
through

The disused sastern
historic access is in
poor condition. The
other gated access
appears to be in
warking order.

Fencing

The fencing on the north side is
principally wire and star picket
There are boom gates at the
Rheinbergers Circuit entrance and
bollards at the bike path entrances.
Otherwise the boundary with private
residences has open country style
fencing.

All fencing and other
fencing
infrastructure is in
moderate fo good
condition.

14
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SECTION SIX: VALUES AND OPPORTUNITES

The future conservation, development and ongoing management of the cottage and hill
should take into account the constraints and opportunities arising from the heritage
significance of the site, including:

« the cottage's importance as an example of an early agricultural dwelling typical of
Camden in the 1920s;

- the oniginal function of the site as a home and for market gardening which was once a
comman activity in Camden;

« the landscape setting on a prominent hill, providing views to and from the cottage; and
« the strong associations of the place with the local community in Camden,

As such, any dramatic change in the function or character of the cottage or landscape,
including views to and from the site, may have an adverse impact on its hertage
significance.

However, the opportunity to reinstate its residential function, with appropriate interpretation
and occasional public access, is readily available.

Alternative commercial uses may generate more income; but will require greater modification
to the cottage and hill to achieve the required public access and Disability Discrimination Act
1993 compliance; and thus must be carefully considered. These may include after school
care, a commercial tenancy, community gardening and a child's playground. (See 8.1.2 of
the GML Hertage Report for more information).

Recommendation

The GML Heritage Report recommends that the most effective conservation outcome is to
retain the use of the property as a habitable dwelling—either by private lease or as a
caretaker's residence for the surrounding park—within a domestic garden area defined by
the current hedge configuration. Associated structures and facilities for use as a dwelling as
outlined in §.3.6 of the GML Heritage Report.

The landscape surrounds should be retained as public open space, with a shared path

through it, to take advantage of the spectacular views, There is potential to interpret the
histery of the site and surrounds for uwse as a community  garden.

15
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Figure 3 - Assets and impocts map
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SECTION EIGHT: MASTERPLAN AND MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES

The Local Government Act 1993 sets out Core Objectives for the management of community
land categorised as an area of cultural significance (Appendix 3). These include to retain and
enhance the cultural significance of the area for past, present or future generations by the
active use of consarvation methods. This has been incorporated in the Masterplan and
Management Strategies as set out below.

81  APPLICATION OF MANAGEMENT POLICIES AND GUIDELINES

The management strategies and actions specified by this Plan are to be taken into
consideration by Council when making management decisions. Council is responsible for
implementing and reviewing the provisions of this Plan.

82  ACTION PLAN SCOPE

This plan (overleaf) specifies:
« Actions specific to each strategy;
= Performance measures against which the undertaking of the action can be measured;
and
+ Priorities for actions.

8.3 PERFORMANCE TARGETS AND PRIORITIES

The Plan establishes a performance regime that sets strategic action and tracks progress over
an iniial 5 year period. The basis of performance monitoring is the extent to which strategic
actions are implemented and whether they are undertaken according to the priarity of the plan.

« High Pricrity Actions should be commenced within 1 year from the adoption of this
plan and completed within 2 years.

« Medium Priarity Actions should be commenced within 2 years from the adoption of
this plan and completed within 3 years.

= Low Priority Actions should be commenced within 4 years of the adoption of this plan
and completed within § years.

The timing for these actions is subject ta the availability of funds and other issues such as the
acquisition of land which may alter the priority level.

The performance of the Pol will be reviewed on a regular basis in regards to the community
use of the land and the associated buildings and facilities are well maintained and provide a
safe environment for public use and enjoymeant.

Evaluation of achievement of the Action Flan is to be undertaken on a annual basis.
Performance of the Action Plan in relation to Herberts Hill Reserve will be based on the extent
to which the implementation of the strategic actions actually achieve the stated outcomes and
meet the objectives and performance criteria identified in the Flan.

21
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ORDO6

Attachment 1

84 REVIEW OF PLAN

Regular reviews of the Plan will be undertaken as required to take into account community
values, a change in community needs, and to reflect changes in Council priorities, Land may be
acquired or dedicated under Camden Contributions Plan 2011 or as part of a Council resolution
for open space acquisition. The Appendices to the PoM may be updated as required to identify
new acquisitions or dedications of land or to identify significant changes to the condition of
community land and associated buildings and facilities.

The community will have an opportunity to participate in reviews of this PoM as part of the
Council meeting cycle.
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APPENDICES

APPENDIX 1 - USE AND MANAGEMENT OF COMMUNITY LAND

Local Government Act 1993 and applicability to Herberts Hill Reserve

35 What governs the use and management of community land?

Community land is required to be used and managed in accordance with the following:
= the plan of management applying to the land
« any law permitting the use of the land for a specified purpose or otherwise
regulating the use of the land
» this Division.

360 Community land comprising area of cultural significance

(1) This section applies to community land that is the subject of a resolution by the
council that declares that, because of the presence on the land of any item that
the council considers to be of Aboriginal, histoncal or cultural significance, the
land is an area of cultural significance far the purposeas of this Part.

(2) A plan of management adopted in respect of an area of land, all or part of which
is land to which this section applies, is to apply to that land only, and not to other

dareas.

{3) A plan of management to be adopted for an area of community land, all or part of
which consists of land to which this section applies:
(a) must state that the land, or the relevant part, is an area of cultural
significance,
and
(b) must, in complying with section 38 (3) (a), categorise the land, or the relevant
part, as an area of cultural significance, and
(c) must, in complying with section 36 (3) (b), (c) and (d), identify objectives,
performance targets and other matters that:
(i) are designed to protect the area, and
(i) take account of the existence of the features of the site identified by the
council's resolution, and
(i} incorporate the core objectives prescribed under section 38 in respect of
community land categorised as an area of cultural significance, and
(d) must:
(i1 when public nofice is given of it under section 38, be sent (or a copy must be

sant)
by the council to the Director-General of National Parks and Wildlife, and
(i} incorporate any matter specified by the Director-General of National Parks
and

Wildlife in relation to the land, or the relevant part.

34
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{b):

(4) If, after the adoption of a plan of management applying to just one area of

(5

community land, all or part of that area becomes the subject of a resolution of the
kind described in subsection (1):

(a) the plan of management is taken to be amended, as from the date the
declaration took effect, to categorise the land or the relevant part as an area of
cultural significance, and

(b) the council must amend the plan of management (and in doing so, the
provisions of subsection (3) (a), (c) and (d) apply to the amendment of the plan of
management in the same way as they apply to the adoption of a plan of
management), and

ic) until the plan of management has been amended as required by paragraph

(i the use of the land must not be varied, except to the extent necessary to
protect any item identified in the council's resolution or in order to give effect to
the core objectives prescribed under section 35 in respect of community land
categorised as an area of cultural significance, or to terminate the use, and
(i) no lease, licence or cther estate may be granted in respect of the land.

If, after the adoption of a plan of management applying to several areas of
community land, all or part of that area becomes the subject of a resolution of the
kind described in subsection (1):

ia) the plan of management ceases, as from the date the declaration took effect,
to apply to that area, and

i) a plan of management must be prepared and adopted by the council for that
area,

and

(c) the plan of management so prepared and adopted must comply with
subsection

(3).

35
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APPENDIX 2 — GUIDELINES FOR LAND CATEGORISATION AND APPLICABILITY

TO HERBERTS HILL RESERVE

Guidelines for Land Categorisation

105 Guidelines for categorisation of land as an area of cultural
significance

Land should be categorised as an area of cultural significance under
saction 38 (4) of the Act if the land is:

{a} an area of Aboriginal significance, because the land:

{i} has been declared an Aboriginal place under section 84 of the National
Parks and Wildlife Act 1874, or

(i) whether or not in an undisturbad state, is significant to Abariginal people
in terms of their traditional or contempaoarary cultures, or

{iii) is of significance or interest because of Aborginal assocations, or

{iv) displays physical evidence of Aboriginal cccupation (for example, items
or artefacts such as stone tools, weapons, engraving sites, sacred frees,
sharpening grooves or other deposits, and objects or materials that relate to
the settlement of the land or place), or

{¥) is associated with Aboriginal stories, or

{vi) contains hertage items dating after European settlement that help to
explain the relationship between Aboriginal people and |ater settlers, or

(b) an area of aesthetic significance, by virtue of;

{i} having strong visual or sensory appeal or cohesion, or

{ii} including a significant landmark, or

{iii) having creative or technical qualities, such as architectural excellence,
ar

(c) an area of archaeological significance, because the area contains:

(i) evidence of past human activity (for example, below-ground features
such as building foundations, occupation deposits, features or artefacts or
above-ground features such as buildings, works, industrial structures, and
relics, whether intact or ruined), or

{iiy any other deposit, object or material that relates to the settlement of the
land, or

{d) an area of historical significance, because of the importance of an
association or position of the land in the evolving pattern of Australian
cultural history, or

{e) an area of technical or research significance, because of the area's
confribution to an understanding of Australia’s cultural history or
enviranment, or

(f) an area of social significance, because of the area’s association with
Aboriginal life after 1788 or the area's association with a contemporary
community for social, spintual or other reasons.

36
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APPENDIX 3 - CORE OBJECTIVES EXTRACTED FROM THE LOCAL
GOVERNMENT ACT 19893 - SECT 36.

36 H Core objectives for management of community land categorised as an area
of cultural significance

(1) The core chjectives for management of community land categorised as an
area of cultural significance are to retain and enhance the cultural significance of
the arga (namely its Aboriginal, aesthetic, archaeolegical, historical, technical or
research or social significance) for past, present or future generations by the
active use of conservation methods.,

(2) Those conservation methods may include any or all of the following methods:
(a) the continuous protective care and maintenance of the physical material of
the land or of the context and setting of the area of cultural significance,

(b} the restoration of the land, that is, the returning of the existing physical
material of the land to a known earlier state by removing accretions or by
reassembling existing components without the introduction of new material,

(c) the reconstruction of the land, that is, the returning of the land as nearly as
possible to a known earlier state,

(d) the adaptive reuse of the land, that is, the enhancament or reinforcement of
the cultural significance of the land by the introduction of sympathetic alterations
or additions to allow compatible uses (that is, uses that invelve no changes to the
cultural significance of the physical material of the area, or uses that involve
changes that are substantially reversible or changes that require a minimum
impact),

(2) the preservation of the land, that is, the maintenance of the physical material
of the land in its existing state and the retardation of deterioration of the land.

(3) A reference in subsection (2) to land includes a reference to any buildings
erected on the land.

ar
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DRAFT BIODIVERSITY CERTIFICATION IN THE CAMDEN LGA

DIVISION:
BRANCH:

POLICY

COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE
RECREATION AND SUSTAINABILITY

PART 1 - INTRODUCTION

1. BACKGROUND

11

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

1.6

1.7

1.8

POLICY NAME

Council is a Relevant Planning Authority under the Environmental Planning
and Assessment (EP&A) Act 1979.

The potential impact of development on a site on any threatened species,
populations or communities is assessed using the Assessment of
Significance (or 7 part test) under Section 5A of the EP&A Act.

If the impacts on the site were found to be ‘significant’, a Species Impact
Statement would be required as would concurrence from the Director
General of the NSW Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH).

An alternative method of biodiversity impact assessment is ‘biodiversity
certification’. Under Part 7AA of the Threatened Species Conservation Act
1995, a planning authority can apply to the NSW Govemnment's Office of
Environment and Heritage (OEH) for land to be bicdiversity certified.

Biodiversity certification offers planning authorities a streamlined biodiversity
assessment process for areas marked for development at the strategic
planning or development stage, along with a range of secure options for
offsetting impacts on biodiversity.

After biodiversity certification is conferred on an area, development may
proceed without the usual requirement under the Environmental Planning
and Assessment Act 1979 for site-by-site threatened species assessment.

Under Part 7AA (s126J) of the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995,
only planning authorities can apply to the Minister to have biodiversity
certification conferred over an area of land.

The South West Growth Centre underwent biodiversity certification during
the preparation of the State Environmental Planning Policy (Sydney Region
Growth Centres) 2006

Adopted by Council: (DATE); Amended Page 20f 7
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2. OBJECTIVE

2.1 To facilitate the implementation of measures to maintain and/or improve the
biodiversity values within the Camden LGA

2.2 To provide guidance to Council, proponents and the community as to
methodology to pursue biodiversity certification of land within the Camden
LGA

3. SCOPE

3.1 This policy applies to all land within the Camden LGA excluding the South
West Growth Centre.

4. DEFINITIONS

Biodiversity Certification Assessment Report describes the procedures and
assumptions used to calculate the offset requirement (in terms of biodiversity
credits) and also explains how the assessment provides an improve or maintain
outcome.

Biodiversity Certification Assessment Methodology prescribes the manner in
which a planning authority must undertake an assessment and sets out a rule set
that ensures biodiversity values are improved or maintained as a result of conferring
biodiversity certification over a development site.

Biodiversity Certification Assessment Strategy outlines how, when and by whom
conservation measures will be provided.

Red Flag Variation - under Biodiversity Certification, red flags are areas that
cannot simply be offset by the retirement of biodiversity credits in order to achieve
an improve or maintain outcome for biodiversity.

PART 2 - POLICY STATEMENT

5. Council acknowledges the value and importance of sustainably managing the
Camden Local Government Area’s biodiversity. It also recognises the need for a
supply of affordable residential land, community services and facilities and
economic growth via a sound strategic planning process. In this regard Council
will consider applications for Biodiversity Certification on a case by case basis.

POLICY NAME
Adopted by Council: (DATE); Amended Page 3o0f 7
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STAGE 1

=

5TAGE 2-7

=

Process

Map vegetation and conservation values

Areas of higher
bicdiversity values

Areas of lower
biodiversity values

identified for identified for
conservation development
| |

Anticipated gains to
biodiversity from onsite

pratection and

Anticipated losses to
biodiversity due to

development are

Biodiversity

POLICY MAME

management of offset = | calculated (number and = T
sites are calculated type of credits lost) Certification
(number and type of
credits gained)
Adopted by Council: (DATE); Amended Page 4aof 7
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STAGE 1
Validation of Endongered Ecological Communities
*  map vegetation boundaries
+ undertake condition assessment
* undertake connectivity assessmeant
+ identify high conservation values

Background studies &
SUFVEYSs

STAGE 2
Certification
+* map retained areas and certified areas
+ identify conservation measures on retained areas
* identify losses from certified areas

+ prepare balance sheet

{undertaken by
Froponent)

+  Blodiversity
Certification
Assessment Report

+  Biodiversity

¥

STAGE 3
Application

+ Application to OEH for Biodiversity Certification by

Council

Certification Strategy

{undertaken by
Prapament)

J

+  Application Form

STAGE 4
Review by OEH
* OEH review Biodiversity Certification Assessment
Repart and Biodiversity Certification Strategy
* OEH advise Council of public exhibition
requirements

(completed by Council)

.

—

MNate: Council does not hove
any influence over

L

STAGE 5
Public Exhibition
*  Public exhibition of the Biodiversity Certification
Assessment Report and Biodiversity Certification
Strategy in accordance with OEH requirements

A

STAGE &
Refer to OEH
+  Council advise OEH outcomes of public exhibition

I

OEM's timing in
poldressing this stage

+  Biodiversity
Certification Order

STAGE 7
Biodiversity Certification Order
*  Ministerial approval = Biodiversity Certification
conferred
POLICY NAME

Adopted by Council: (DATE); Amended

.
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7. Benefits of Biodiversity Certification

71 Benefits to Council
« A streamlined development assessment process once biodiversity
certification has been conferred

7.2  Benefits to the Community
« Secure conservation outcomes for high value natural environments and
strategically target mitigation or offset efforts at an early stage
« A reduction in the cumulative impacts resulting from continued ad-hoc
development

7.3  Benefits to the Proponent
« Greater certainty to landowners regarding potential land uses and future
development opportunities
« Savings in time and money spent on individual flora and fauna studies and
negotiating individual conservation outcomes

8. Responsibilities of Parties

8.1 Responsibilities of Proponents

8.1.1 The proponent is responsible for undertaking background studies or
surveys to determine if the site is suitable for consideration of Biodiversity
Certification, including all costs associated.

8.1.2 The proponent is responsible for the preparation of the Biodiversity
Certification Assessment Report, including all costs associated.

8.1.3 The proponent is responsible for the preparation of the Biodiversity
Certification Strategy, including all costs associated.

8.1.4 The proponent is responsible for any applications required under the
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act

8.1.5 The proponent is responsible for applying for Red Flag Variations.

8.1.6 The proponent is responsible for providing Council with the digital GIS
data of the proposed Biodiversity Certification area. Formats accepted by
Council are ESRI Shape, Map Info or CAD (Coordinates are GDA
94.MGA Zone 58).

8.1.7 The proponent is responsible for any costs incurred by Council in the
formal application for Biodiversity Certification of land to the NSW Office
of Environment and Heritage.

8.1.8 The proponent is responsible for any costs associated with reporting
undertaken by or on behalf of Council in relation to Biodiversity Certified
land.

8.1.9 Where offset measures are proposed, i.e. biobanking, the proponent shall
endeavour to offset within the Camden LGA.

8.2 Responsibilities of Council

8.2.1 Council is responsible for the submission of the formal application for
Biodiversity Certification together with the Biodiversity Certification
Assessment Report and Biodiversity Certification Strategy.

8.2.2 Council is responsible for the public exhibition of the proposed
Biodiversity Certification.

8.2.3 Council encourages the proponent to submit as early as possible in the
planning process.

POLICY NAME
Adopted by Council: (DATE); Amended Page 6of 7
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RELEVANT LEGISLATION:

RELATED POLICIES AND
PROCEDURES:

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER:
APPROVALS

MNEXT REVIEW DATE:
RECORD KEEPING NOTES:

CONFIDENTALITY/IPRIVACY REQUIREMENTS:

HISTORY:
PREVIOUS POLICY
ADOPTED:

MINUTE:

POLICY NAME
Adopted by Council: (DATE); Amended

Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1579

Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995

Manager Recreation & Sustainability
Council

March 2017

List is available to the public and where available.

il
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