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ORDINARY COUNCIL 
ORD07 

  

SUBJECT: LOCAL BIODIVERSITY STRATEGY FOR THE CAMDEN LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT AREA 

FROM: Acting Director Works & Services  
BINDER: 13/547     
 

  

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To consider the draft Local Biodiversity Strategy for Camden Local Government Area 
(LGA), and seek Council’s endorsement to publicly exhibit the strategy. 

BACKGROUND 

Council has responsibilities under the Local Government Act 1993 Charter to  
‘… properly manage, develop, protect, restore, enhance and conserve the 
environment of the area for which it is responsible, in a manner that is consistent 
with and promotes the principles of ecologically sustainable development.’ 

 
The current urban expansion within the Camden LGA is placing enormous pressure on 
natural areas and biodiversity due to habitat clearing, degradation of waterways, and 
spread of pest animals and weeds. However, biodiversity needs to be protected so that 
essential life support systems and quality of life for residents is maintained. 
 

MAIN REPORT 

Clearing for agriculture and urban development has significantly reduced the extent 
and condition of native vegetation across the Camden LGA. The LGA has 
approximately 2,033ha of remnant good quality vegetation which means about 90% of 
vegetation across the LGA has been cleared or degraded since European settlement. 
Some remnant vegetation is protected in reserves, although significant areas of 
vegetation are not in reserves but may be dedicated to Council in the future. 
 
Council and the community have developed a vision for the future growth of the 
Camden LGA (Camden 2040). Encompassed in this is a vision for biodiversity: 
 

Camden is a place where the natural environment is protected and enhance and 
contributes to a sustainable future for the place and its people. 

 
To facilitate Council in achieving this vision, EcoLogical Australia Pty Ltd (EcoLogical 
Australia) were engaged to prepare a Local Biodiversity Strategy for the Camden LGA. 
EcoLogical Australia has now provided Council with a draft Local Biodiversity Strategy 
for the Camden LGA (Strategy) for its endorsement (in supplement to the Business 
Paper). 
 
The draft strategy brings together the available information about biodiversity within the 
Camden LGA, and provides a clear and practical approach to guide Council in the 
biodiversity management of public land that is consistent with current legislation, plans 
and policies. Specifically, the strategy: 
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 provides a co-ordinated approach to biodiversity conservation in the Camden 
LGA; 

 identifies priorities for biodiversity to guide Camden Council in the management 
of public land; 

 identifies and manages known and anticipated threats to biodiversity; 
 identifies relevant actions and targets for biodiversity management by Camden 

Council from relevant overriding strategies and plans including threatened 
species’ Priorities Action Statements developed by the NSW Office of 
Environment and Heritage (OEH); 

 improves understanding of biodiversity in Camden LGA; 
 considers Council's land use planning and environmental management 

functions; 
 aims to increase protection and enhancement of biodiversity within the Camden 

LGA; and 
 aims to improve community awareness and support for community participation 

in biodiversity conservation. 
 
The draft Strategy provides a list of prioritised actions that can be taken by Council to 
protect and improve biodiversity in the Camden LGA including the following high 
priority actions: 

 GIS data collection for masterplanning (including viewshed analysis); 
 Western Hills biodiversity corridor masterplan; 
 South Creek biodiversity corridor masterplan; 
 Undertake detailed mapping and surveying: the detailed extent of vegetation 

communities (including EECs), vegetation condition, detailed flora and fauna 
surveys, detailed surveys of all threatened species, mapping of major weed 
infestations. This data should be collected on natural areas on community land 
and also as part of the Biodiversity Corridor Master Planning process; and 

 Develop prioritised work and monitoring program for Council controlled natural 
areas by Councils Bush Regeneration Team. Develop a matrix of assessment 
criteria to drive a program for Councils bush regeneration activities based on a 
needs analysis, consultation with technical staff and conservation priorities as 
well as historical works undertaken. 

 
Through the masterplanning process, Council will engage landholders to facilitate the 
management and enhancement of biodiversity values on both public and private land in 
the identified corridors. 
 
To assist Council in implementing the actions identified, $145,000 has been allocated 
from Council’s 2012-2014 Waste and Sustainability Improvement Payment (WaSIP) 
program. Further funding would need to be identified in future budgets and/or external 
funding sought.  

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The preparation of the draft Strategy was funded through Council’s Waste and 
Sustainability Improvement Payment (WaSIP) program. An additional $145,000 from 
the 2012-2014 WaSIP program has been allocated to the implementation of actions 
identified within the Strategy. Further funding would need to be identified in future 
budgets and/or external funding sought.  
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CONCLUSION 

This strategy provides the framework for Camden Council and the community to 
achieve the vision for biodiversity as expressed in Camden 2040.  It brings together the 
available information about biodiversity within the LGA, and provides a clear and 
practical approach to guide future management of biodiversity that is consistent with 
legislation, plans and policies.  
 
Prioritised actions have been identified that can be taken by Council to protect and 
improve biodiversity in the Camden LGA. Funding has been allocated from the 2012-
2014 WaSIP program to commence implementation of these actions, however further 
funding would need to be identified in future budgets and/or external grant funding 
sought. 
 
 

RECOMMENDED 

That Council:  
 
i. endorse the Local Biodiversity Strategy for the draft Camden Local 

Government Area; 
 
ii. agree to publicly exhibit the draft Local Biodiversity Strategy for the Camden 

Local Government Area for a period of 28 days; and 
 
iii. a further report to be provided to Council detailing the results of the 

exhibition of the draft Local Biodiversity Strategy for the Camden Local 
Government Area 

 
 

 

ATTACHMENTS   
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ORDINARY COUNCIL 
ORD08 

  

SUBJECT: LOCAL GOVERNMENT ENERGY EFFICIENCY PROGRAM 
FROM: Acting Director Works & Services  
BINDER: 13/549     
 

  

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

The purpose of this report is to seek Council’s endorsement to accept $23,781.10 
(GST excl) under the Australian Governments Local Government Energy Efficiency 
Program to replace existing hot water systems with energy efficient hot water systems 
at seven facilities, and seek co-funding of $10,192 from the Works and Services 
Divisional Funds. 

BACKGROUND 

The Local Government Energy Efficiency Program is a $24 million, one-off, non-
competitive grant program to assist local councils to install solar and heat pump hot 
water systems. All councils, depending on their size and socio-economic status, are 
eligible for a grant amount between $20,000 and $85,000. Councils are required to 
commit co-funding to approved projects. 

MAIN REPORT 

The Australian Government’s Department of Resources, Energy and Tourism advised 
Council that funding was available to install solar and heat pump hot water systems to 
improve energy efficiency in community facilities under the Local Government Energy 
Efficiency Program. 
 
The funding allocation available to each council is dependent on their size according to 
the Local Government National Report 2007/08, Department of Infrastructure, 
Transport, Regional Development and Local Government, 2010. Additional funding is 
also provided to councils deemed as low socio-economic or otherwise disadvantaged 
areas. 
 
In accordance with the guidelines of the program, Council is eligible for $20,000-
$30,000 in grant funding and must contribute a minimum 30% co-funding of the total 
project cost. 
 
Council sought advice from local installers and was subsequently provided with 
quotations to replace existing hot water systems with electric boosted solar hot water 
systems at: 

 Camden Senior Citizens Centre 
 Camden Family Day Care 
 Jumbunna Childcare Centre 
 Harrington Park Community Centre 
 Currans Hill Community Centre 
 Rheinbergers Cottage 
 Catherine Field Hall 
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Council submitted an application for a total estimated project cost of $33,973 (GST 
excl) to install electric boosted solar hot water systems at the above-mentioned 
facilities. 
 
Council has received notification from the Department of Resources, Energy and 
Tourism of an offer of $23,781.10 (GST excl) to deliver the project with the remainder 
($10,191.90) to be funded by Council.  
 
The Department of Resources, Energy and Tourism has requested applicants execute 
the Funding Agreement (see Attachment 1) to confirm Council’s participation in the 
program. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

Council has been successful in its funding application for $23,781.10 (GST excl) to 
install electric boosted solar hot water systems at seven nominated facilities. In 
accordance with the program guidelines, Council is required to co-fund 30% of the total 
project cost, being $10,191.90 (GST excl). Funding is available from existing Works 
and Services Divisional Funds. 

CONCLUSION 

Council has been successful in its funding application for $23,781.10 (GST excl) to 
install electric boosted solar hot water systems at seven nominated facilities under the 
Australian Government’s Local Government Energy Efficiency Program. In order for 
Council to confirm its participation in this Program, the Funding Agreement needs to be 
signed and returned to the Australian Government’s Department of Resources, Energy 
and Tourism and co-funding of $10,191.90 (GST excl) approved. 
 
 

RECOMMENDED 

That Council:  
 
i. endorse Council’s participation in the Local Government Energy Efficiency 

Program; 
 
ii. approve funding of $10,191.90 to be funded from the existing Works and 

Services Divisional Funds; 
 
iii. write to the Australian Government’s Department of Resources, Energy and 

Tourism thanking them for the grant; and 
 
iv. delegate the General Manager to sign the Funding Agreement. 
 
 

 

ATTACHMENTS   
 
1. Local Government Energy Efficiency Program - Funding Agreement  
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ORDINARY COUNCIL 
ORD09 

  

SUBJECT: CIVIC CENTRE CULTURAL PERFORMANCE SUBSIDY 
FROM: Acting Director Works & Services  
BINDER: 13/552     
 

  

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To seek Council approval to allocate funding to local community groups and 
organisations through Council’s Civic Centre – Cultural Performance Subsidy, under 
the Council’s Community Financial Assistance Program. 

BACKGROUND 

Council provides funds as fee relief for not for profit groups, providing musical or 
performance arts presentations at the Camden Civic Centre. These funds increase 
venue accessibility to groups wishing to provide such performances for our community. 
 
The funding round is held annually (in July) for amounts ranging from $400 to $1200 
(GST exclusive). 
 
The policy criteria aims to attract a minimum of six high quality cultural performances to 
the Centre. In addition to those events funded the Civic Centre, Management seek up 
to three events to compliment the calendar, sourced to meet the needs of the 
community and its demographic breakdown. 
 
Civic Centre Management review applications in light of community cultural needs, the 
objectives being to meet key demographic group needs; seniors, family, youth and 
children. 
 
Objectives 
 
The objectives of the policy are: 

   to increase accessibility to the Camden Civic Centre venue for not for profit 
community performance groups 

   to enhance community awareness and involvement in cultural performances, 
and heighten the profile of community performance groups; and 

   to enhance community well being and sense of belonging, through exposure to 
high quality cultural events and activities that are of interest to key demographic 
groups. 

 
Eligibility  
 

    Applications for cultural performances scheduled to be held at the Camden 
Civic Centre in the July – June period. Dates must coincide with the availability 
of the facility. 

    Funds must be available to non government organisations which are not for 
profit and/or community groups based in the Camden LGA, or undertaking a 
performance of direct benefit to the community and people of Camden LGA. 

    Applications may be for a portion of venue hire costs up to the value of and 
not exceeding $1200 (excluding GST). Funds which provide for either the cost 
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to the Auditorium on a Saturday evening, or a day hire of the Auditorium and 
Gallery for six hours, Sunday to Friday.  

MAIN REPORT 

The funding round was advertised in the Camden Advertiser, Council and Civic Centre 
websites, Lets Connect and through direct marketing to organisations on the Civic 
Centre database and community directory. 
 
Council received twelve applications in this funding round, with requests totalling 
$12,000 (GST exclusive). A total of $11,600 is available for allocation in 2013/2014. 
 
Details of applicant requests are as follows: 
 

 Applicant Event Type Amount 
Requested 

1 Agape Carols Festival Family all age $800 
2 Camden Uniting Watoto Family all age $1200 
3 Mater Dei School Family all age $1200 
4 Fisher Ghost Youth Orchestra Family all age $1200 
5 Macarthur Singers Family all age $1200 
6 Singstar Event Family all age $1200 
7 Camden RSL Sub Branch Family all age $800 
8 Leah Cassar Family all age $800 
9 Voiceology Family all age $800 

10 Camden Campbelltown District Band Family all age $800 
11 Virtual Symphony All age/school 

students 
$1200 

12 ADFAS Children’s $800 
   Total $12,000 

 
Previous funding, and a history of events staged within the venue has been considered 
in determining the likely response from the community and level of funding 
recommended (as shown in the Supporting Document). 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

An amount of $11,600 is allocated in the 2013/2014 budget. 

CONCLUSION 

The applications received cater for the broad demographic, with 11 of the 12 applicants 
providing suitable all age entertainment. 
 
Each of the applicants was assessed against the criteria (as shown in the Supporting 
Document) from information provided on the application and in light of improved 
cultural programming for 2013/2014, available funds for the period, audience trends 
and evidence of planning and partnerships. 
 
It should be noted that a number of applicants have been funded in previous years and 
the requested funds exceed the amount available.  
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Each applicant is recommended for full or partial funding as they contribute to the 
cultural program of the Centre at varying levels appealing to a large cross section of 
the community. 
 
 Applicant Amount Requested Recommended 

1 Agape Carols Festival $800 $400
2 Camden Uniting Watoto $1200 $400
3 Mater Dei School $1200 $600
4 Fisher Ghost Youth Orchestra $1200 $1200
5 Macarthur Singers $1200 $1200
6 Singstar Event $1200 $1200
7 Camden RSL Sub Branch $800 $600
8 Leah Cassar  $800 $400
9 Voiceology $800 $400

10 Camden Campbelltown District Band $800 $600
11 Virtual Symphony $1200 $1200
12 ADFAS $800 $400

 Total $12,000 $8,600
 
 
It is recommended the balance of $3,000 be utilised by Centre Management to attract 
further high calibre cultural performances to the venue. 
 
Council Officers will undertake further community consultation in the lead up to the 
2014/2015 Grant round to advise and inform community groups of the policy. 
 
 

RECOMMENDED 

That Council provide $8,600 (GST exclusive) to the applicants as noted in this 
report, under Council’s Civic Centre Cultural Performance Subsidy, and advise 
each applicant of the outcome in writing. 
 
 

 

ATTACHMENTS   
 
1. Cultural Performance Applications - Supporting Document
2. 2013 Performance Subsidy Policy 
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ORDINARY COUNCIL 
ORD10 

  

SUBJECT: PUBLIC EXHIBITION OF DISABILITY ACTION PLAN 2013 - 2017 
FROM: Acting Director Works & Services  
BINDER: 13/556     
 

  

PURPOSE OF REPORT 

To inform Council that the draft Disability Action Plan (DAP) 2013 – 2017 has been on 
public exhibition for 28 days and to seek Council approval of the document. 

BACKGROUND 

At the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 28 May 2013, Council approved public 
exhibition of the draft Disability Action Plan 2013 – 2017.   
 
Comments made at that meeting have been taken into consideration by Council 
Officers and the following amendments were made to the Plan, prior to public 
exhibition: 
 
• Reference to those designated as “legally blind” has been included as a footnote 

to ‘Diversity in Disability’ at 4.2 on page 8. 
• Outreach hearing and speech pathology services have been referred to under 

“Privately funded providers of services for people with disability in the Macarthur 
area”, at 4.6 on page 11, although for formatting purposes they are not named. 

• All known Home and Community Care (HACC) services in the Macarthur area 
have been counted and types and numbers have been tabled under “Home and 
Community Care (HACC) funded services for people with disability in the 
Macarthur area”, at 4.7 on page 12.  This includes Camden Activities Centre, 
Meals on Wheels and Congregational centre although for space and formatting 
purposes they are not specifically referred to. 

MAIN REPORT 

During the 28 day public exhibition period one submission was received from a 
member of the public as shown in the Supporting Document, and as listed below: 
 
• “Beverly Parks School” has been included in the table of “Public Schools for 

Specific Purposes” under “Moderate and Severe Disability”, at 4.8 on page 13. 

Council staff and members of Council’s Access Committee have been consulted 
throughout the process of developing the Disability Action Plan 2013 – 2017 (as shown 
in Attachment 1). The document has remained on the Access Committee agenda for 
discussion for a period of 12 months and the committee are satisfied with the 
amendment submitted.  
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

The following allocation of funds for the implementation of the Disability Action Plan 
2013 – 2017 are included within Council’s budget. 
 
2013/2014 $46,900  

*includes $15,800 carried over from the 2012/2013 
budget 

2014/2015 $38,000 
2015/2016 $39,100 
2016/2017 $40,300
 

CONCLUSION 

Council recognises the importance of ensuring that facilities and services in the 
community meet the current and future needs of its population.  This plan will guide 
Council to pro actively plan for the growing population of people with disabilities in the 
Camden LGA. 
 
 

RECOMMENDED 

That Council:  
 
i.   adopt the amended Camden Disability Action Plan 2013 – 2017; and 
 
ii.  acknowledge and thank those who made a contribution to the review. 

 
 
 

 

ATTACHMENTS   
 
1. Disability Action Plan 2013-2017 
2. Submission - Supporting Document
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ORDINARY COUNCIL 
ORD11 

NOTICE OF MOTION OF RESCISSION  

SUBJECT: NOTICE OF MOTION OF RESCISSION - REQUEST FOR FUNDING 
FOR 2013 CHRISTMAS IN NARELLAN EVENT - NARELLAN 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY LTD 

FROM: Cr Warren, Cr Bligh, Cr Copeland  
BINDER: 13/558     
 

  
We the undersigned Councillors, hereby give notice of our intention to move that the 
Council resolution relating to Item No ORD11 - Request for Funding for 2013 
Christmas in Narellan Event - Narellan Chamber of Commerce & Industry Ltd of 
Council Meeting of 23 July 2013 BE RESCINDED. 
 
“That Council: 
 
i. respectfully decline the request for funding of $10,000.00; 
 
ii. provide in kind support for the event in the form of advertising in Councils regular 
 publications; 
 
iii. reimburse $547.00 to the Narellan Chamber for the cost of the DA fee and be 
 taken from Ward Funds; and 
 
iv. write to the Narellan Chamber informing them of Council’s decision.” 
 
Should the above Motion of Rescission be carried, it is our intention to move the 
following further motion: 
 
 
 

RECOMMENDED 

That Council:  
 
i. donate $10,000.00 to the Narellan Chamber of Commerce ‘Christmas in 
 Narellan’ event from the remaining surplus 2012/2013 Councillors 
 Consolidated Ward Funds; 
 
ii. provide in kind support for the event in the form of advertising in Councils 
 regular publications; 
 
iii. reimburse $547.00 to the Narellan Chamber for the cost of the DA fee and be 
 taken from Ward Funds; and 
 
iv. write to the Narellan Chamber informing them of Council’s decision. 
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ORDINARY COUNCIL 
ORD12 

NOTICE OF MOTION  

SUBJECT: NOTICE OF MOTION - CAMDEN COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS YOUTH 
PROJECT “CAMDEN ANZACS – OUR STORY” 

FROM: Cr Symkowiak  
BINDER: 13/613     
 

  
“I, Councillor Lara Symkowiak hereby give notice of my intention to move the following 
at the Council Meeting of 23 July 2013: 
 
That Council donates a total of $2,000.00 from Councillors Consolidated Ward Funds 
to Camden Community Connections, to be utilised towards the Camden Community 
Connections youth project “Camden Anzacs – Our Story”. 
 
BACKGROUND  
 
Camden Community Connections recently applied for a grant under the Anzac 
Community Grants from Veteran’s Affairs. These grants are for the commemoration 
celebrations for the centenary of the First World War which commence next year. 
 
A youth grant was applied for to fund a project entitled “Camden Anzacs – Our Story”. 
 
The project will involve local youth in the production of a DVD that will tell the story of 
Anzacs from the Camden LGA. On completion, the DVD will be distributed locally to 
schools, the library, Camden Historical Society, and other community based 
organisations to be used as a resource during the Centenary of World War I. Camden 
Community Connections is proposing to hold an official launch of the DVD around 
Anzac Day 2014 in conjunction with the Camden RSL sub-branch and other relevant 
organisations. 
 
The grant applied for was for $5,000 to cover the cost of the DVD production; printing 
of the DVD’s; and the project launch. Camden Community Connections have received 
$3,000 from the department to help fund this project. However, the project will actually 
cost $6,500. Camden Community Connections are able to contribute up to $1,500 to 
ensure this project is successful and this was stated in the original application. 
 
There is a shortfall of $2,000 for what will be extremely important project for the 
Camden local community. This is a real opportunity to recognise the contribution and 
sacrifices of our local residents and at the same time give our youth a better 
understanding of the Anzac spirit. It is an intergenerational project that will cut across 
barriers and bring young and old alike together to commemorate this centenary. 
 
The staff at Camden Community Connections are committed to ensuring that this 
project is a success. It is important that is a success as our young people must be 
committed to carrying on the Anzac legacy. Given the importance of this Centenary 
Commemoration and this project, donating the shortfall of $2,000 from Councillors 
Consolidated Ward Funds will enable Camden Community Connections to complete 
this project. 
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RECOMMENDED 

That Council donates a total of $2,000 from Councillors Consolidated Ward 
Funds to Camden Community Connections, to be utilised towards the Camden 
Community Connections youth project “Camden Anzacs – Our Story”. 
 
 

 

          




